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The Theoretical Range of “Media Events” Concepts
in Multimedia Environments :
Toward the Anthropology of Ephemeral Culture

IIDA Yutaka ', TATEISHI Shoko "

Abstract : Screen-mediated collective action is widely popular today and includes public viewings and live
viewings. Still, the fact remains that there is deep-rooted criticism concerning the “collective effervescence”
of audience members. In this study, we aimed to examine the theoretical potential of “media events,” with
the aim of empirically understanding the social function of this cultural phenomenon.

By genealogically tracing media events studies in Japan, we found that there is a wealth of historical
studies on the topic, but on the other hand, there is a lack of contemporary studies on the influence of
globalization and informatization. To begin a modern discussion of media events studies, we should take
into account the characteristics of multimedia environments that include the popularization of the Internet
and mobile media. At the same time, there are many case studies that regard media events as instruments
for the mobilization of the masses. However, it is insufficient to describe audience subjectivity or activity
empirically as a means to explain their multi-layered structure and the different measures resulting from the
dichotomy between the mobilization and resistance models of thinking.

This study shows the way to achieve a theoretical restructuring of media events studies by using
examples from anthropological interpretation. By paying close attention to the horizontal relationship
between audience members, we can consider that collective action is not only an action of a hobby group
supported by particular preferences, but also an event clouding the border of the social groups.

Media events are not accepted as an exclusively everyday viewing space on which permanent receivers or
mobile devices focus on a daily basis. Instead, they are an “ephemeral culture.” With this in mind, the
present study shows the efficacy of grounded theory approach analysis as one way to read the formless

actuality through people’s indistinct experiences.

Keywords : media events, public viewing, television, ephemeral culture, anthropology
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