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Rebuilding Local Public Transport and the Role of Regional Revitalization
in the Aging Society :
Case Studies of Demand Responsive Transport in Tamaki Town,

Mie Prefecture and Azumino City, Nagano Prefecture

NOMURA Minoru '

Abstract : This paper reveals the role of local public transport in the aging society from case studies of DRT
(Demand Responsive Transport) in Tamaki Town, Mie Prefecture and Azumino City, Nagano Prefecture.
Although public transport systems have been focused on profitability or the selection of modes, this paper
examines rebuilding the local public transport through the perspective of “Who needs public transport?” In
June 2015, “A white paper on transport policy” was first approved by Japan’s cabinet, describing rebuilding
local public transport as the role of regional revitalization in local and rural areas. Local public transport
faces serious difficulties such as declining numbers of users and abolition of lines due to unprofitability.
Tamaki Town and Azumino City, however, have built public transport networks from the viewpoint of “local
people” anchored by each social welfare council. This paper also shows the role of local public transport in

order to build or rebuild a relationship between local residents from interview surveys.

Keywords : rebuilding local public transport, viewpoints of local people, DRT (Demand Responsive

Transport), regional revitalization, social welfare council
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