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A Study on the Becoming its own Purpose of ‘Ibasho”
From an Analysis of Support Utilizing the ‘Ibasho’s Concept’ and its Social Context

ADACHI Genya'

Abstract : In this paper, I will examine the social significance and intersubjective role of the type and
nature of the space and concept named in Japanese ‘Ibasho, mainly from the viewpoint of Axel Honneth’s
recognition theory. First, I will review and organize previous research on the space and concept of
‘Ibasho.” From this, it is confirmed that the perspective of ‘Ibasho’ emerged from the problem of loss of
‘Ibasho’ in society, and the basic properties of ‘Ibasho’ such as sense of security, sense of role and sense of
acceptance are confirmed. In this paper, I consider the characteristics of such ‘Ibasho’ as ‘ibasho-ness’ that
can universally exist in various social spaces and relationships. Next, the function of an ‘Ibasho’ in support
of ‘hikikomori’ and others as more ‘becoming its own purpose of ‘Ibasho” was examined based on Axel
Honneth's theory of recognition. There, the approving role of being recognised as an individual and being
recognised as an individual with a proper name was presented as a possible precondition for social
participation by individuals who had lost their relations of recognition and were forced to retreat socially.
Its significance embodies basic social rights such as the guarantee of relationships in social participation
and the affirmation of individual existence, and neutralizes the existing self-denial recognition norms in
which the parties were trapped. Finally, as an analysis of the background to the emergence of such
Japanese ‘Ibasho support, the shrinkage of ‘ibasho-ness’ in existing social relations and its problematic

nature is raised with Honneth’s concept of ‘soziale Freiheit” as key.

Keywords : ‘Ibasho’, recognition, social isolation, support for hikikomori (social withdrawal), social

participation.
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