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(NF 28=85) & \»9) BALBTEBILT 5 L), &
LC [ CHRMERDORRARZH L L L&D B
HOPE] (NF 29=86), O CIZBUAI EH QPE 0
EWMFENEEDLE VI DTH b,
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B Tdh o7 (NF 28=85)0 [F13E] & I3HEHIHTIC
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WIZEE 2 OBERICE L Cid, 7797 VIZRBI
RORED THHBEFRLZOHDICL>TH
FEENTWS] (NF 35=92) Lili~729 2T, Bid
HLEHENWTA A=V END L) HR—Yobe o
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Toward a New Critical Theory for Our New Age :
Reading Wendy Brown's Criticism of Neoliberalism from
the Viewpoint of “Dialectic of Enlightenment”

FUJIMOTO Yoshitaka'

Abstract : In her representative book Undoing the Demos, Wendy Brown, one of America’s leading
political theorists, presented neoliberalism as “a normative order of reason,” following Michel Foucault, and
clarified the process that neoliberal competitive norms had been taken not only into the market economy
but also into national technology of governance. While this book has attracted considerable attention as
research clarifying neoliberalism’s destructive impact on democracy and every dimension of human life so
far, she developed a more elaborate criticism of neoliberalism in her new article published three years
after Undoing the Demos. The article, with the goal of developing “a new critical theory for our new age,”
discusses how the neoliberal reason that Foucault once emphasized has transformed into
“authoritarianism in the 21st century.” In this paper, for the purpose of finding a clue to establish “a new
critical theory” for our current neoliberal age, the author clarifies the reason why Brown’s article is titled
“Neoliberalism’s Frankenstein,” along with its significance. The author considers that this title implies a
situation of “the fall of neoliberal reason into barbarism” which should be called “the new version of

Dialectic of Enlightenment.”

Keywords : Wendy Brown, new critical theory, neoliberal reason, authoritarian freedom, Frankenstein,

Dialectic of Enlightenment
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