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How Japanese Language Schools Have Been Treated and
Considered in Japan So Far

ASAYAMA Hiroki'

Abstract : It has been continuously pointed out that Japanese language schools have many problems as
institutions and as a system that accepts foreigners. Even today, 40 years after establishment of the
100,000 international students plan, many problems remain unaddressed. This article is a part of an
attempt to reorganize and to reconfirm the establishment of the Japanese language schools as an
institution, and the public's perception of them, and to search for ways to improve the treatment. In order
to ensure that Japanese language schools are utilized in Japanese society, this article reviews in
chronological order the changes in the system surrounding Japanese language schools and the problems
that lie within them, as well as the changes in the nation's way of thinking and indications from various
quarters. To this end, the author believes that it is necessary to reconfirm policies, reports, etc. Japanese
language schools have played a major role in domestic education in Japan, but the existence and status of
Japanese language schools has not been clear for many years. This may be one of the reasons why so
many problems have been neglected. In this article, we consider the cause of the ambiguous treatment of
Japanese language schools by focusing on historical changes. Recently, the situation surrounding Japanese
language schools has changed drastically due to the impact of COVID-19 and the passage of various laws,
and it is difficult to foresee the future. This article only touches on the situation at the time of writing and

for future prospects another paper will be written.

Keywords : Japanese language education, Japanese language school, Immigration policy in Japan
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