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Collaboration-related Barriers Faced by Midwives at Birth Centers
Providing Continuous Maternity Care
— Qualitative Data Analysis by SCAT —

KANAMORI Kyoko'

Abstract : While there is a worldwide emphasis on providing continuity of care to expectant mothers,
midwives in birth centers, who are important players in this field, are known to experience difficulties in
medical coordination as a nationwide trend. This study focusing on midwives at birth centers, we
conducted a survey with the aim of eliciting how they perceive the barriers (difficulties/challenges) in
collaboration between midwives and medical institutions. Data were collected through Focus Group
Discussion (FGD) from 7 midwives who continuously supported a woman throughout pregnancy and
postpartum and who assisted in delivery outside a hospital or clinic, and analyzed using Steps for Coding
and Theorization (SCAT). Consequently, the following barriers were identified: (1) Various unstable factors
in collaboration agreements, (2) Reputation of midwifery, (3) Lack of trust in medical collaboration, (4)
Problems with taking out insurance, (5) The dilemma between medical care and midwifery, (6) Pregnant
women’s hesitation about how to give birth, (7) Issues with the midwifery system, (8) Issues in building a
foundation for community activities, and (9) Declining awareness of birthing with midwives in birth

centers. Further examination of the reality of these barriers and efforts to remove them are required.

Keywords : Birth centers, Midwife-led Continuous Care, Medical care, Community healthcare coordination,

Cooperation system, Focus Group Discussion, Steps for Coding and Theorization
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