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Jun Eto and the “Unconditional Surrender” Controversy:
Focusing on the Disparity in Perceptions of the Form of Japan's Surrender

TAYA Yohei'

Abstract : This paper focuses on the “Unconditional Surrender” controversy of 1978 and examines the
arguments of literary critic Jun Eto and others regarding the form of Japan’s surrender in World War II.
Eto argued that Japan’s surrender in World War II was a “conditional surrender” and criticized the
perception of “unconditional surrender.” He also denounced “Postwar Literature” developed during the
GHQ occupation as “fake flowers.” In response, Shugo Honda, a leading literary critic of “Postwar
Literature,” supported the opinion that Japan’'s surrender was an “unconditional surrender” and defended
“freedom” under the occupation. Thus, the situation developed into a controversy. Although some
intellectuals recognized the significance of Eto’s argument, criticism, doubts, and reservations were

” o«

expressed on the grounds of “feelings,” “definitions,” “experiences,” and “subjective feelings.” In other
words, in the “Unconditional Surrender” controversy, the issue of whether Japan's surrender was
unconditional or not never became a point of contention between the two sides, and Eto’s argument never
gained clear support. It can be pointed out that this was due to age and generational differences between
Eto and other intellectuals, as well as the transformation of postwar society. In addition, the debate over
the controversy did not result in unanimous recognition of the concept of unconditional surrender. It is fair

to say that this disagreement over the definition of unconditional surrender continues even today.

Keywords : Jun Eto, Potsdam Declaration, conditional surrender, unconditional surrender, Occupied Japan,

postwar, linguistic space, intellectuals
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