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The Transition of Input Interfaces in Japanese Word Processors:
How Did Roman Input on Keyboards Become Mainstream?

NAGASAWA Naoko'

Abstract : This paper describes the history of Japanese word processors, focusing on the period from 1984
to 1988, when the input method was mostly unified to the kana-kanji conversion method using JIS /
QWERTY keyboards (especially the Roman input method). In doing so, we focused on the input devices
developed at that time as a response to Japanese users who were not good at typing. In Japan, initially,
Japanese manufacturers assumed that people would learn to use the keyboard by touch typing on it, but
this did not happen. Therefore, they supplied a personal word processor with a syllabic input device that
was designed to be used while searching for keys, and it was well received. This contributed greatly to
the practicality of kana-kanji conversion for many people. However, since the Japanese syllabary layout
was not applied to business machines, users began to see it as a problem in terms of ensuring technical
compatibility, and they arrived at the Roman input method, which could be used on the greatest number
of machines in common. However, users’ input method was not touch typing as initially envisioned by the
manufacturer, but a sight system. This led to the development of a unique input culture in Japan. The

social context for the term “typing” began to differ between Western countries and Japan.

Keywords : Japanese Word Processor, Kana-Kanji Conversion System, Japanese Syllabary Keyboard,

Typing, Roman input
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