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※Application Guidelines will be uploaded on the website and distributed at the 
International Center before the application period. Please check it for details. 
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17 countries and areas / 1-4 week program / during summer or spring break / English and other 
languages (Entry level: no language proficiency required) 
 

No. Program Name 
Course Name 
(Institution） 

Language
Country 
/Area 

Housing 

No. of 
Students 
Being 
Recruited 

Period 

01 
Global Fieldwork 
Project 

Ho Chi Minh City 
University of Social 
Sciences and 
Humanities 

English 

Vietnam 
/Ho Chi 

Minh 

Hotel 

36 

1 week/ 
Summer 

 
Foreign Trade University

Vietnam 
/Hanoi 

24 

Universiti Sains Malaysia
Malaysia 
/Penang 

40 

Paññ s stra University of 
Cambodia  

Cambodia 
/ Phnom 

Penh 
30 

 
Chulalongkorn 
University 

Thailand 
/Bangkok 

30 

02 
Ritsumeikan-Showa Boston 
"Culture and Society Research" Program 

English 
 

USA 
/Boston, 

MA 
Dormitory 30 

3-4 
weeks/ 
Summer 

03 
Intercultural 
Understanding 
Seminar 

Simon Fraser University
Canada 

/BC 

Homestay 

30 

 
Queen's University Canada 

/ON 
24 

The University of 
Nottingham 

U.K. 
/Nottingha

m 
Dormitory 20 

Ngee Ann Polytechnic Singapore Hotel 20 

National Taiwan Normal 
University 

Chinese 
Taiwan 
/Taipei 

Dormitory 24 

 
 
 
 
 

Program Type 1. Initiation 
Enhance Language Skills & Experience Foreign Cultures 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 
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No. Program Name 
Course Name 
(Institution） 

Language
Country 
/Area 

Housing 

No. of 
Students 

Being 
Recruited

Period 

03 
Intercultural 
Understanding 
Seminar 

Illinois College 

English 

USA 
/Jacksonvil

le, IL Homestay 
& 

Dormitory 

25 

4 weeks/ 
Spring 

The University of 
Oklahoma 

USA 
/Norman, 

OK 
25 

Boston University 
USA 

/Boston, 
MA 

Homestay 

30 

                        
New York University 

USA 
/New 

York, NY 
24 

Okanagan College 
Canada 

/Kelowna, 
BC 

30 

 
University of Toronto 

Canada 
/Toronto, 

ON 
24 

University of Warwick 
U.K. 

/Coventry 
25 

University of Melbourne
Australia 
/Parkville, 
Victoria 

30 

Victoria University of 
Wellington 

New 
Zealand 

/Wellingto
n 

18 

Peking University Chinese 
China 

/Beijing 
Hotel 24 

Korea University Korean 
Korea 
/Seoul 

Guest 
House 

24 

Université de Toulouse-
Jean Jaurés 

French 
France 

/Toulouse 
Homestay 24 

Universität Leipzig German 
Germany 
/Leipzig 

Apartment 24 

 
 
 

NEW 
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No. Program Name 
Course Name 
(Institution） 

Language
Country 
/Area 

Housing 

No. of 
Students 

Being 
Recruited

Period 

03 
Intercultural 
Understanding 
Seminar 

University of Alcalá 

Spanish 

Spain 
/Madrid 

Homestay 

24 

4 weeks/ 
Spring Instituto Tecnológico y 

de Estudios Superiores 
de Monterrey 

Mexico 
/Monterre

y, N.L. 
24 

*Notes for students in GS major at the College of International Relations, CRPS major at the College of Policy Science 
and ISSE major at College of Information Science and Engineering 
GS/CRPS/ISSE major students should understand and agree on the following points before applying. 
1. Some programs are partially or completely in Japanese. All participants are required to understand the contents fully, even if no 
English explanation is provided. 
2. In general, documents and guidance sessions related to the programs are in Japanese.  
3. A part or the whole of the pre-departure sessions and follow-up sessions will be in Japanese. All participants are required to 
understand the contents fully, even if no English explanation is provided. 
4. Students are not eligible to apply for programs conducted in their native language. 
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9 countries / 2 week – 1 year program / summer or spring departure from Japan / English and other 
languages (Intermediate level) 
 

No. Program Name Course Name Language 
Country 
/Area 

Housing 

No. of 
Students 
Being 
Recruited 

Period 

04 Overseas Study Program 

 Pace University 

English 

USA 
/New 

York, NY 
Homestay 24 

2weeks/
Summer  

Universiti 
Teknologi 
Malaysia 

Malaysia 
/Johor 
Bahru 

Lodge 25 

Rutgers, The 
State University 
of New Jersey 

USA 
/New 

Branswic
k, NJ 

Dormitory 15 
4 weeks/ 

Spring 

05 
Asian Community Leadership Seminar 
- Study in Japan, Korea and Taiwan to think 
about "Asia, Peace and Future." - 

Korea, 
Taiwan, 
Japan 

Dormitory 10 
3 weeks/ 
Summer 

06 
Ritsumeikan-Macquarie University 
“Australia-Japan Relations” Program 

Australia 
/NSW 

Homestay 30 
7 weeks/ 
Summer 

07 

Ritsumeikan-Universiti Teknologi MARA 
(UiTM) 
“Multicultural and Diversity Program in 
Southeast Asia” Program 

Malaysia 
/Shah 
Alam 

Dormitory 20 
4 

months/
Summer 

08 
Ritsumeikan-University of York “English, 
Creativity and Academic Skills” Programme 

U.K. 
/York 

Homestay 36 
4 

months/ 
Summer 

09 
Ritsumeikan-University of Washington 
“Business Entrepreneurship for 
Sustainability” Program 

USA 
/Seattle, 

WA 
Homestay 36 

4 
months/ 
Spring 

10 
Ritsumeikan-University of California, Davis  
“Language, Culture and Society in America” 
Program 

USA 
/Davis, 

CA 
Homestay 30 to each 

6 
months/ 
Spring or 
Summer 

11 
Ritsumeikan-UBC Academic Immersion 
Program 

Canada Dormitory 

75 
1 year/ 
Summer 

12 
Ritsumeikan-University of Alberta 
“Language, Culture and Society in North 
America” Program 

15 
1 year/ 
Summer 

 
 
 

Program Type 2. Pre-Advanced 
 Study in Foreign Languages & Improve Language Skills 

NEW
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* Notes for students in GS major at the College of International Relations, CRPS major at the College of Policy Science 
and ISSE major at College of Information Science and Engineering 
GS/CRPS/ISSE major students should understand and agree on the following points before applying. 
1. Some programs are partially or completely in Japanese. All participants are required to understand the contents fully, even if no 
English explanation is provided.  
2. In general, documents and guidance sessions related to the programs are in Japanese. 
3. A part or the whole of the pre-departure sessions and follow-up sessions will be in Japanese. All participants are required to 
understand the contents fully, even if no English explanation is provided. 
4. Students are not eligible to apply for programs conducted in their native language. 

 
 
 
Main Objective: To study specialized fields and subjects abroad 
 
13. International PBL Program in ASEAN Countries 
 
2 countries / 1-semester / fall departure/ English 
                                                                                         

Program Outline: 
This is an education program focusing on “Project/Problem-Based Learning (PBL)” to develop 
flexible thinking in order to set tasks and solutions. By accepting students from a variety of 
countries and regions, a diverse range of students are able to work collectively to solve the 
numerous policy and social issues facing ASEAN countries and Japan. 
This program looks to not only offer opportunities to study abroad for a semester at partner 
institutions in Thailand or Indonesia, but also provide an integrated program that includes 
pre-departure preparations and post-completion studies, and it features cooperative learning with 
Thai and Indonesian students at Ritsumeikan and the host universities. We hope participants will be 
able to acquire global perspectives and an innovative mind, which are assets in modern society, 
through this program. 
Program Fee: Students must continue to pay the tuition fee to RU while abroad; however, tuition 
payments to the host institution are not required. Students are responsible for their own airfare, 
accommodations, tuition fees for special courses or supplementary intensive language courses, 
and other necessary expenses. 
Scholarship: All outgoing exchange students nominated by Ritsumeikan University are eligible for a 
scholarship from Ritsumeikan. The amount is 250,000 JPY per semester.  
Credits: Students can apply for Credit Transfer after coming back to Japan. Credits can be 
transferred back to Ritsumeikan University if the credits earned are approved under Ritsumeikan 
University's designated criteria. Please be aware that the number of credits earned at the host 
institution that will be transferred back to Ritsumeikan cannot be determined until the college 
office’s approval of the credit transfer application. 
Schedule: 1 semester from August/September 2020 to December 2020/January 2021 
Number of Students Being Recruited: 24 
Application Requirements: All students in the College of Policy Science and 1st and 2nd year in the 
College of International Relations are eligible to apply. An IELTS 5.0 or TOEFL iBT® test score of 50 

or higher is required. A TOEFL ITP® test score of 460 or TOEIC® test score of 500 or higher is also 
acceptable. *English proficiency requirements vary depending on the partner university. Please be 
aware that TOEFL ITP® or TOEIC® test scores may not be acceptable for some 

Program Type 3. Advanced 
Study Specialized Fields & Subjects Abroad 
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universities/programs. 
Information Distribution Period: Beginning of October 2019 
Application Period: End of October 2019 
Housing: Student dormitory or off-campus accommodations 
Program homepage: http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/international/aims/eng/ 
 

14. Exchange Program 
 
1-semester or 1-academic year program/ spring or fall departure/ English and other languages 
(advanced level) 
 
Program Outline:  
This program provides students with an opportunity to study abroad at one of RU's student 
exchange partner institutions for 1 semester or 1 academic year. The exchange program requires 
students to have fundamental academic knowledge in their specialized field and advanced foreign 
language skills that allow them to follow regular undergraduate/graduate academic courses along 
with local students. Students are expected to be flexible enough to adapt to foreign cultures as well 
as being independent and self-motivated. 
 
Program Fee: Students must continue to pay the tuition fee to RU while abroad; however, tuition 
payments to the host institution are not required. Students are responsible for their own airfare, 
accommodations, tuition fees for special courses or supplementary intensive language courses, 
and other necessary expenses.   
Scholarship: All participants of the exchange program are eligible for a scholarship from 
Ritsumeikan. The amount that you will be granted for this scholarship varies depending on the 
period as well as in which country and city you will be studying during the program. 
Credits: Students are able to apply for a transfer of the credits earned at their host institution after 
returning to Japan. The college office will assess and approve credits if the course is recognized as 
roughly equivalent to a Ritsumeikan course. 
Schedule:  
<Spring> (1 semester) From February/March 2020 to June/July 2020 (1 semester) or  
   (1 academic year) From February/March 2020 to December 2020 
<Fall>   (1 semester) From August - October 2020 to December 2020/January 2021 or 
  (1 academic year) From August – October 2020 to April – July 2021 
Number of Students Being Recruited & Application Requirements:  
*The number of places, qualifications, and language requirements may change from year to year. 
Please refer to the Application Guidelines for the latest information before applying. 
Information Distribution Period: <Spring> Middle of May 2019  <Fall> Beginning of October 2019 
Application Period: <Spring> End of May 2019   <Summer> End of October 2019 
Housing: Student dormitory, homestay, apartment, etc. (Students need to arrange independently.) 
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15-1. Ritsumeikan University-American University Dual Undergraduate Degree Program 

(AU-DUDP) 

USA / 2-academic year program /summer departure from Japan/ English (Advanced level) 

Program Outline: Students take courses for a minimum of two years each at RU in Japan and AU in 
the U.S. capital, Washington D.C., and receive bachelor degrees from both universities. They will 
enroll in one of the five departments at AU: College of Arts and Sciences, Kogod School of Business, 
School of Communication, School of Public Affairs, or School of International Service. This 
concentrated program helps students to study systematically at AU as degree-seeking students in 
order to obtain dual bachelor degrees. 
Program Fee: The annual tuition is approx. US $57,000 (Fiscal year 2018). Room and board, travel 
expenses, insurance, living expenses and other expenses will be necessary. Students pay 10,000 
JPY per year to RU as annual special tuition while studying at AU. 
Scholarship:  

 Equal to 30% of the AU semester/session tuition will be awarded from AU each semester/session. 
Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above in order to receive this scholarship. 
(Only for the first two semesters will students receive this scholarship automatically.) 

 2,400,000 JPY will be granted to all program participants (800,000 JPY per academic year x 3 
yearly payments). Every year, RU will review students’ academic results at AU in order to award 
this scholarship.     *Actual amount for academic year 2018. Subject to change. 

Approval of Transfer Credits: Students gain approximately 90 credits at RU and at least 80 credits 
at AU and meet graduation requirements through a transfer of up to 40 credits at both universities. 
(The number of credits approved after returning to RU depends on the regulations of the college at 
RU that the student belongs to.)  
Schedule: Two years from the middle of August 2020 (It may take more than two years to complete 
the program depending on the department and courses participants study at AU.) 
Number of Students Being Recruited: Few 
Application Requirements: First year students belonging to the following colleges: Law, Social 
Sciences, International Relations, Policy Science, Letters, Business Administration, Economics and 
Psychology. A TOEFL iBT® test score of 75 or higher or IELTS 6.0 or higher*1 and a cumulative GPA 
of 3.0 or above is required. 
 *1 These scores only apply to the 1st round application period scheduled in October 2019. For the 2nd round 
application period scheduled in January 2020, a TOEFL iBT® test score of 80 or higher (Sub-scores for each section 
should be 20 or higher), or IELTS 6.5 or higher (Sub-scores for each section should be 6.0 or higher) is required. (If 
sub-scores for at least three sections meet the requirement, RU will accept the application. However, American 
University requires international students to have a TOEFL iBT® test score of 80 or higher (Sub-scores for each 
section should be 20 or higher), or IELTS 6.5 or higher (Sub-scores for each section should be 6.0 or higher) to take 
regular courses. Therefore, even though students are selected by RU as successful applicants, they need to meet 
American University's requirement by the time of applying for American University at the end of April, 2020. 

Information Distribution Period: Beginning of October 2019 
Application Period: End of October 2019  
Housing: Student dormitory, apartment, etc. (must live in a dormitory for the 1st year at AU) 

Program Type 3. Advanced 
Study Specialized Fields & Subjects Abroad 
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15-2. Ritsumeikan University–Suffolk University Dual Undergraduate Degree Program 

(SU-DUDP) 
USA / 2-academic year program / summer departure from Japan/ English (Advanced level) /  
only for students in the College of International Relations 
 
Program Outline: Suffolk University, a medium-sized private school, is located in the heart of 
Boston, Massachusetts in the U.S.A. with approximately 8,000 students. Only students in the 
College of International Relations at RU can participate in this program. Students are required to 
study at both Ritsumeikan University and Suffolk University for a minimum of two years each to 
obtain dual degrees, and enroll in the International Relations course offered by the Department of 
Government in the College of Arts and Sciences at Suffolk University. 
Program Fee: Annual tuition is approx. US $47,000 (Fiscal year 2018). Room and board, travel 
expenses, insurance, living expenses and other expenses are also necessary. Students pay 10,000 
JPY per year to RU as annual special tuition while studying abroad. 
Scholarship: 

 2,400,000 JPY will be granted to all program participants (800,000 JPY per academic year x 3 
yearly payments). Every year, RU will review students’ academic results at SU in order to award 
this scholarship.  
*Actual amount for fiscal year 2018. Subject to change. 

Approval of Transfer Credits: Students gain approximately 90 credits at RU and at least 80 credits 
at Suffolk University. Up to 46 credits out of the credits that students earn at RU will be approved as 
credits at Suffolk University and up to 40 credits out of the credits that students earn at Suffolk 
University will be approved as credits at RU, meeting the requirements for graduation at both 
universities. 
Schedule: Two years from the end of August 2020 (It may take more than two years to complete the 
program depending on the study situation at SU.) 
Number of Students Being Recruited: Few 
Application Requirements: First year students belonging to the College of International Relations 
are eligible to apply. A TOEFL iBT® test score of 72 or IELTS score of 6.0 or higher and a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or above is required. Students who wish to start their studies at SU in their first year 
must apply before entering RU. However, this condition is not applicable to international students. 
Information Distribution Period: Beginning of October 2019 
Application Period: End of October 2019 
Housing: Student dormitory, apartment etc. (must live in a dormitory for the 1st year at SU) 
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University Life & Study Abroad Plan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Your University Life 
How will you spend your 4-year university 
life? On your list of priorities, how does 
study abroad compare to your studies, 
extracurricular activities, job-hunting, etc.? 
Why do you want to study overseas while 
you are already studying abroad in Japan? 

Gather Information 
Good resources will lead you to a successful study 
abroad. You can find brochures from overseas 
universities and program reports from previous 
participants at the International Center. You may also 
be able to visit consultation booths where you can 
speak directly with past participants and learn useful 
tips for study abroad.niversities and program reports 
f h l

Selecting a Program 
A variety of programs are available; you should 
carefully consider the options and choose the one 
that best suits your goals and motivation. 
*Things to Consider * 
・ What is your goal? Why do you want to study 

abroad? What do you want to learn? 
・ Which country/area/university do you want to 

go? 
・ When and for how long do you want to study 

abroad? 
IMPORTANT! 
・ Consult with your family 
・ Plan your study abroad budget 
・ Check your enrollment plan 

Prepare for Application 
Good academic standing (GPA) and valid 
language proficiency test scores are 
required to join a study abroad program. 
Apart from doing well in your regular 
classes, you may need to take an English 
proficiency test. 
・ Taking classes taught in English and 

Group B Liberal Arts Courses are also 
recommended. 

Apply for the Program 
Carefully read the application guidelines 
and prepare the necessary documents. 
Submit your application to the International 
Center during the designated application 
period. You may need to attend an 
individual interview depending on the 
program. 

Prior to Departure 
After being selected as a study abroad candidate, you 
will need to start preparing for your departure. Please 
attend the study abroad orientations and prepare 
your student visa application, flight reservations and 
other necessary procedures. 

Study Abroad 
Stay healthy and safe while studying in your new 
overseas environment. Keep in regular contact with 
the International Center and your college’s office just 
in case any problems arise. 

Evaluation 
Summarize your experience in your final 
study abroad report and submit it to the 
International Center. Register to be a student 
advisor and share your experiences with 
junior students. Apply what you learned to 
your future career and studies. 

Study Abroad Consultations with Faculty Members 
The International Office is open to anyone.  

If you are interested, please come and visit us! 
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All programs in this brochure are exempt from the Course Registration Limitation at Ritsumeikan 
University, except for “05.Asian Community Leadership Seminar”. 
*The contents of this brochure are current as of May 2019 and subject to change without prior 
notice. The most up-to-date information for each program will be provided in the Application 
Guidelines. 
*The cost for each program in this brochure includes tuition, airfare, accommodations, and field 
trip fees. (Meals and transportation costs are also included depending on the program.) The 
amounts may fluctuate according to changes in local tuition, average price of commodities, 
exchange rate and/or number of participants.  
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Contact for Inquiries Regarding the Following Short-Term Study Abroad Programs: 
(Except 05.Asian Community Leadership Seminar) 

01. Global Fieldwork Project 
02. Ritsumeikan-Showa Boston “Culture and Society Research” Program  
03. Intercultural Understanding Seminar                                
04. Overseas Study Program        
06. Ritsumeikan-Macquarie University “Australia-Japan Relations” Program 
07. Ritsumeikan-University of Washington “Business Entrepreneurship for Sustainability” 
Program 
08. Ritsumeikan-University of California, Davis “Language, Culture and Society in America” 
Program 
09. Ritsumeikan-University of York “English, Creativity and Academic Skills” Program 
10. Ritsumeikan-Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) “Multicultural and Diversity Program in 
Southeast Asia” program 

    
Ritsumeikan University Study Abroad Support Desk  
1-1-1 Nojishigashi Kusatsu-shi, Shiga 525-8577 
Tel: 077-561-4881 Fax: 077-561-4882 
E-mail: ruglobal@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 

 
Contacts for Inquiries Regarding the Following Long-Term Study Abroad Programs: 
(Including 05. Asian Community Leadership Seminar) 

05. Asian Community Leadership Seminar 
11. Ritsumeikan-UBC Academic Immersion Program 
12. Ritsumeikan-University of Alberta 
    “Language, Culture and Society in North America” Program  
13. International PBL Program in ASEAN Countries                                   
14. Exchange Program         
15-1. Ritsumeikan University–American University Dual Undergraduate Degree Program 
15-2. Ritsumeikan University–Suffolk University Dual Undergraduate Degree Program 

   
 

International Center at Kinugasa Campus (Meigakukan Hall 1st floor) 
56-1 Toji-in Kitamachi, Kita-ku, Kyoto 603-8577 
Telephone: +81-75-465-8229  E-mail: stabroad@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 
 
International Center at Biwako-Kusatsu Campus (Central Arc 2nd floor) 
1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu, Shiga 525-8577 
Telephone: +81-75-465-8229  Email: stabroad@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 
 
International Center at Osaka Ibaraki Campus (Building A, AN Office, 1st floor) 
2-150 Iwakura-cho, Ibaraki-shi, Osaka 567-8570 
Telephone: +81-72-665-2070  E-mail: stabroad@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 
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