Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about the TIPC
Q. How different is the IPC from the existing IPS?

A. The IPC shares many of the elements of the current IPS, however IPC students
will have their own home room class and certain special activities attached to their
home room. An instructor from the high school IB department will also be attached
to each class as a sub-homeroom teacher.

Q. Is Ritsumeikan Uji an international school?

A. Ritsumeikan Uji it not an international school. Rather, it is an affiliated school of
the Ritsumeikan foundation, and is certified by the Japanese Ministry of Education
(e.g. “ichijokyo”). The school has special permission to offer multiple classes in
English. The school has many elements of an international school including, a
diverse student population, international teachers trained in IB pedagogy, and an
education that is open to the world.

Q. What English level is required for admission?

A. IPC applicants must have an Eiken Level 2 (or equivalent) or higher score. In
practice, while some students will possess an Eiken 2 level upon, while others will
posses score an Eiken Level 1 (or equivalent) score.

Q. What are the other admissions criteria?

A. Applicants are required to submit school transcripts from elementary school as
well a standardized English test score (Eiken, TOEFL Jr, TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC,
Cambridge). On the day of the entrance examination applicants will sit an English
test and a Mathematics test and take an individual interview. The individual
interview will be primarily in English, and the interviewers will also screen the
applicant’s spoken Japanese ability.

Q. What level of Japanese is required?

A. Although the majority of IPC classes will be in English, the school’s common
language is Japanese. In addition, students will take Home Economics, Music, Art,
Physical Education and Japanese in the Japanese according to the Ministry of
Education’s curriculum guidelines. In addition, students take Japanese class if they
matriculate to the IB Course.



Q. How much support is there for Japanese second language (JSL) students?

A. All TPC students have the option of taking JSL for their Japanese course. JSL is
taught by qualified and experienced instructors who understand the needs of JSL
learners are are skilled at teaching differentiated learners. All teachers in the
junior high school are aware of the challenges and needs of second language learners
and we have successfully welcomed many such students in past years.

Q. Is it possible to transfer from IPC to ICC after enrollment?

A. It is possible. As there is a significant difference in the arrangement of subjects in
IPC as opposed to the ICC, transferring can be difficult for students. Therefore, it is
essential to consider each transfer case carefully.

Q. Can IPC students participate in club activities after school?

A. Yes, students can participate in clubs. The IPC has six hours of lessons per day,
the same number of lessons as ICC. In the IPC, we emphasize student growth
through a variety of experiences.

Q. Does the school offer MYP?

A. We do not offer the MYP. Instead, the IPC offers a fit-for-purpose curriculum
which is similar to MYP in its focus on critical thinking, communication, and
inquiry, however is specifically tailored for the needs of our students. Our curricular
focus is on ensuring that students are as fully prepared for the high school IB
Course as possible. Additionally, students who chose a different course for high
school will be well prepared to excel at the high school level as a result of the
rigorous training provided in the IPC.

Q. How difficult is learning in the IPC?

A. The IPC is suited for motivated students who are both reasonably academically
oriented and mostly bi-lingual. Classes have an inquiry focus, which means that
students will be asked to think for themselves and explore concepts independently
with teacher guidance. In addition, we understand that students entering junior
high school as still adolescents and are developing both intellectually and
emotionally. Overall, we welcome students with a range of abilities and
backgrounds. Students who meet the admissions criteria and who are willing to
work hard on their studies are likely to find IPC classes accessible and to prosper
within the course.



Q. What are the pathways for IPC Students?

A. The majority of IPC students will matriculate to the IB Course at Ritsumeikan
High School. Students will also have the option of moving up to any of the high
school courses, including the IM Course or the Japanese language based IG Course.
It is expected that around 80% of IPC students will move on to IB.
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