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The World-Wide Learning (WWL) Project, which started in 2019 through the auspices of
the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), is one of
the MEXT’s most high-profile and ambitious projects. The ultimate goal of this project is
fostering innovative global human resources within the parameters of Society 5.0. Young people
need to be made aware of the shift from Society 4.0 to Society 5.0. and the importance of
harnessing Artificial Intelligence (Al) for the benefit of all people, not just an elite few. To
implement this goal, MEXT selected 10 WWL Core Schools in the 2019 academic year, of which
Ritsumeikan Uji High School was one. Twelve more were selected in 2020. These core schools
have been charged with creating networks that link not only domestic and foreign secondary
schools but also bring global corporations, NPOs, and universities into the network so as to
construct new educational systems and platforms for sharing educational resources. It was
Ritsumeikan Uji's great honor to be named one of MEXT's first ten WWL Core Schools, and it is
no exaggeration to say that the school’s record as one of the first generation Super Global High
Schools (SGH) had as much to do with our selection as a WWL school. In fact, a number of facets
of our WWL initiative indeed were first conceived within our SGH program.

In 2020 students all over the world were unable to attend school due to the corona virus.
Under such circumstances, schools and organizations in the AL Network held study sessions and
notable special weekly study sessions on the best practices of holding online lessons. Even though
fieldwork wasn’t possible during the pandemic, it was possible to hold international conferences
and overseas training online. Through online implementation, the advantages and disadvantages
of teaching online became clear. This was indeed a great achievement this year. With what was
learned from these efforts we can expect the combination of on-line and off-line hybrid-type
efforts will be very effective.

The SR Summit FOCUS was also held online, but with the participation of 51 schools, which
is 1% of high schools nationwide, and 14 schools overseas, students from many schools were able
to connect with each other share feedback and improve their projects. The inquiry learning of
the students of the IG course, which accounts for 70% of the students in our school, has reached
the completion year, and the quality of their projects has clearly improved.

I think that these results could not have been obtained without the cooperation of the affiliated
schools and affiliated organizations of the AL network. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank you and report on our efforts this year.
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