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Distinguished Guest, Ladies and gentlemen:  

  
Today, it is indeed our greatest pleasure to visit San Jose for the signing ceremony for the cooperative agreement between the prestigious University for Peace (UPEACE) and our two Ritsumeikan Universities, namely Ritsumeikan University (RU) and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU).   Representing two Ritsumeikan universities, I would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Honorable Dr. Maurice Strong, the President for UPEACE, Hon. Dr. Martin Lees, Rector of UPEACE, and many concerned officials of the University for Peace who have made preparations and provided us with this wonderful opportunity. 

  
First of all, let me introduce the Ritsumeikan Trust. Its headquarters located in Kyoto, Japan and it has two universities under its umbrella, namely Ritsumeikan University and APU.

  
Ritsumeikan University, which has its main campuses in Kyoto and neighboring Shiga Prefecture, was established in 1900 and has a history of over 100 years. Currently with 8 colleges and 8 graduate schools and about 30,000 students, it is one of the representative private universities in Japan.  

  
APU was established by the Ritsumeikan Trust in commemoration of its 100th founding anniversary with immense cooperation of Oita Prefecture and Beppu City, together with valuable support from various organizations and persons both within and outside of Japan. It saw its doors opened to the world in April 2000, as a truly international university that has no precedent in Japan. 

  
As an institution for creating a new academic discipline and nurturing new human resources for the global society of the 21st century, APU has established the following three philosophies:

1. To contribute to the “Freedom, Peace and Humanity” of the world

2. To promote “International Mutual Understanding” 

3. To create the “Future of the Asia Pacific”
    Today, in the 21st century, we observe that the peaceful and sustainable development of society, the coexistence of nature and human beings, and promotion of the coexistence among the people are the most significant challenges. For our contribution to the challenges of the 21st century, keeping in line with the three philosophies mentioned earlier, it is our desire and duty to work towards the cultivation of human resources, and the creation of new dimensions for the academic discipline of “Asia Pacific Studies”. 

  
The most outstanding feature of the new APU is that half of the student body, which means out of the total 800 students for each grade, 400 of them come from the many countries and regions around the world. They will study together with their 400 Japanese counterparts. Students and faculty members possessing different cultural backgrounds will be interacting with each other everyday, thus making the campus truly intercultural and international. It is now proceeding into its third year. In the first and second years, APU has from 64 countries and regions around the world approximately 900 international students and 1000 domestic students, accounting to a total of 1900 students who are currently studying together. In the completion year of 2004, the university will have a scale of 4000 students including 2000 international students. 

  
Thus, APU is indeed symbolizing this campus as the common location for exchange and study for all the young people of the world, who wish to live actively and confidently in this challenging global society of the 21st century.  

  
Currently, APU has only undergraduate school of the two colleges, Asia Pacific Studies and Asia Pacific Management. In addition to the two current Colleges, April 2003 will see the establishment of two graduate schools of Asia Pacific Studies and Management. 

  Another of the unique features of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University is that it has raised a banner with its name incorporating the region of 'Asia Pacific'. The background for the concept that includes 'Asia Pacific' in the name of our university is such that we have a clear vision and recognition that the 21st century will be the 'Asia Pacific Age'.

  What kind of an era is the 'Asia Pacific Age'? When reflecting on the human history, the civilization that we enjoy today can be dated back to about 4000 to 5000 years, originating from four main civilizations in the Eurasian continent. Since then, on the one hand, human civilization remained, accumulating and developing into several types of civilizations in Asia. On the other hand, the center of civilizations shifted gradually to the west, thus resulting in the efflorescence of the modern civilizations in Europe and America.

  Now that we are advancing into the 21st century, the modern civilizations nurtured in Europe and America since the 15th century, have met with the long accumulated Asian civilizations in the 'Asia Pacific Region' and thus started the fusion once again. I believe that this indeed means the advent of a new phase in the history of human civilizations, and this new phase is just the 'Asia Pacific Age'.

  However, the 'Asia Pacific Age' is an era that bears the burden of resolving the many global challenges that have not been resolved in the 20th century. Such issues would include conservation of the global environment, resolution of poverty issues, and establishment of order for international world peace. As such, the resolution of these global issues is essential for the 'Asia Pacific Age' to be advocated.

  As global citizens in the 21st century, we must take it into our hands to resolve these major issues of human history. I firmly believe that we can resolve them. In order to resolve these issues, we should create the knowledge necessary for global citizens in the 21st century. For such objects, there is a need to unite and fuse both the eastern and the western intelligence that have been accumulated in the history of human civilizations. I believe that 'Asia Pacific Age' is an era that needs to confront such issues.

  Recognizing the issues developed from the history of human civilization, APU was established for nurturing and cultivating young active global citizens who can bravely confront these challenges. This is an important challenge for our University.  

  The campus environment of APU is being organized in such a way that it will be suitable to concretely face these issues. The main features of the university are such that, students from 65 countries and regions around the world have gathered here, to study and live together in this rather rare multicultural environment. In addition, half of the academic staff members come from 18 different countries and regions in the world, excluding the Japanese.

  I always emphasize to our students that “One has to challenge the future in order to create it. If it is only being criticized, the future that is sought may never come.” The Ritsumeikan Trust believed in the future of the world and Asia Pacific in the 21st century. Therefore, we have stood up and challenged it with our own efforts to pioneer the nurturing and training of the necessary human resources. This is the very reason why APU has been realized. 

“One has to challenge the future in order to create it”. This is what I learned from the establishment of this new and first full-scale international university in Japan.

  It is indeed an honor to team up with the esteemed UPEACE for a highly significant network. We are determined to utilize this partnership as a foundation for elevating our endeavors to higher levels for our new university building. We wholeheartedly look forward to a friendly and deepening relationship with the University for Peace.  

  Thank you very much for your attention.
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