Greetings from Ritsumeikan University.

We are pleased to provide you with a hiragana practice set that includes a hiragana chart, exercise
sheets and online videos demonstrating how to write hiragana. Hiragana is one of the three scripts of
the Japanese language. The first page of the set shows the complete hiragana chart with all the
characters. We would like you to study hiragana before coming to Japan. You should be able to
recognize hiragana before starting the course in Japan, as you will be expected to learn the scripts

within avery limited amount of time once the course starts.

The chart shows you the full set of hiragana. Each hiragana represents a combination of a consonant
sound and a vowel sound. Each column is made up of 5 hiragana ordered from top to bottom

according to the vowel sounds g, i, u, €, and o.

The first column is made up of hiragana for these 5 vowel sounds. Each column after that is made up
of hiragana beginning with a different consonant sound. For example, the second column is made up
of hiragana starting with the consonant sound ‘k’. These are ka, ki, ku, ke and ko. After the second
column, each column (moving from right to left). is for hiragana starting with the consonant sounds

‘s‘,‘t‘,‘n‘,‘h‘,‘m‘,‘y‘,‘r,‘and WL

Please print out the exercise sheets before starting the writing practice. Use the exercise sheets while
viewing the instructor’s explanation on how to write the hiragana. The key point that we would like
you to pay attention to when you practice is the stroke order. The instructors will show you which
line you should first start with and how to follow. The exercise sheets also show the numbers for the
order. It is important to follow the correct order, because this affects how you learn the other two

scripts in the Japanese classes. Also, please pay attention to how to draw the lines for each stroke.

Let’'s start now. Get the practice sheets ready, and view the instructor’s explanation. Practice writing
the hiragana while following the instructions. At the end of the sheets, you will find words that are

made up of the hiraganathat you have learned so far. Practice writing these words.

We are expecting you to practice repeatedly until you can recognize the hiraganainstantly. You may
have alot of questions regarding the writing method, pronunciations and other things. We will be
happy to discuss those questions when you get to Ritsumeikan.

We hope you enjoy practicing, and look forward to seeing you in Kyoto!

Ritsumeikan University

The Center for Japanese Language Education
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Hiragana Chart
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Let’'s write some words.

HL

=love
=a house

Wz
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Let’'s practice more

[d]column

H>=to meet

Ly5=to say

JI
i

=the top

HHLy=many

L& =sulfur

LLVHLY=
a quarrel
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[AV]column
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Let’'s write some words.
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=a carp

LY

—

HVE=a persimmon



Let’'s practice more

[AV]column

AE=
a railway station

H=E=autumn

Lyhv=a squid

ME =a face

[+ Z =practice

{HF=qair
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Sa
=salt
a lie

Let’'s write some words.
i
LE

z
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Let’'s practice more

[E]column

HL=aleg

z5%=
an investigation

'd'[,\}b\:

a watermelon

X&S5=sugar

HLNED=
a greeting

HlyhD=
a life
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TZE=an enemy

{%H =a mouth

1=
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Let’'s practice more

[f=]column

{D=shoes

T=X=an enemy

EMLy=a city

D<{Z =adesk

=LA C=a drum

HhHLY=near
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[Practice]

[£%]column

/. “ “ “ “
..ﬂo ..... HEEE
ol L
R .._.m NS
[ —— DA
UG0S
=t RO - U QLY
MwﬂoLw = _
(q0] — >S5 D @)
- - - - -

Let’'s write some words.
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to cry

73<



Let’'s practice more

[%:]column

[Z{=meat

HlZ=an ogre

D =summer

0)575\ =
a farmhouse

EDia=a fox

IhviE=afish
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Let’'s write some words.
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a flower (j:

([T =
a bone

[Fta=



Let’'s practice more

[[X]column

ASvta=a boat

S a—
the belly button

(XL =a star

VAL =wide

EhtE=

a doctor/ an expert

[£7=1F=a farm
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[Practice]

[F]column

[BESRerolts
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Let’'s write some words.

ANNNS
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a turtle

M=

a peach

Hi=

HFH=ear



Let’'s practice more

[E]column

F&H=a bean

S5#& =the sea

£ L =an insect

[FEH=
sScissors

=30 =Kimono

OS5 =
a blanket
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Let’'s write some words.
a dream

ya
yu
YO

PFE
K &H
&5 =night
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SNOW

Let’'s practice more

[4°]column

=

K7EH
midnight

PEN=
vegetables

Informal summer kimono

P HVI==a yukata-

a chick

- —

[0S

a baked sweet potato

PENG
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Let’'s write some words.
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&l =a bird

a circle

FH=

a candle

53%L=



Let’'s practice more
[>]column

X% =a monkey

ASh=
a corridor

K=
a cherry tree

=L =history

DL =a field

DYLm=
a vehicle
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[Practice]

[42]column
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Let's write some words

a sunflower
a tangerine

HMA
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Let’'s practice more

[#2]column

Mt =a river

nHhEh=

a kind of seaweed

LwhlL=
a sardine

A& A =Futon-
Japanese bedding

LANAEA=
Shinkansen
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