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Introduction

This April, | joined the law faculty of
Ritsumeikan University as an associate
professor. Before accepting this posi-
tion, | was a member of the faculty of law
at Niigata University .

My academic training began with a
Bachelor®s degree in Criminology from
Simon Fraser University in Vancouver,
British Columbia. Upon completion of this
degree, 1 was employed as a probation of-
ficer in Alberta for two years. Subse-
quently, 1 attended The University of
Alberta law school in Edmonton where | was
awarded a Bachelor of Laws degree
(LL.B.)O While teaching in Niigata, 1
began working on a Doctorate of Laws at
Niigata University Graduate School of
Modern Society and Culture.

Before | began my professional academic
career, | practiced law in Edmonton,
Alberta, Cranbrook, British Columbia and
Tokyo, Japan. In Alberta, | passed the bar
examination and worked for the provincial
government for one year as a prosecutor.
Then 1 returned to Cranbrook, my home town
in British Columbia and passed the British
Columbia bar examination. In Cranbrook, 1
worked in a five man law office where |
practiced commercial law, criminal law,
and family law. After one year, | came to
Japan to pursue my interests in Zen Bud-
dhism and martial arts. | first came to
Kyoto, where 1 practiced Aikido and Zazen.
In 1990, I joined Kao Corporation in Tokyo
where | worked as in-house counsel for
three years. There I was involved mainly
with international transactions. It was a
good experience, and it gave me an oppor-
tunity to learn about Japanese corporate
culture and the life of a salary man.

Leonardo Ciano

Outline of Research

Since beginning my academic career at
Niigata University in 1993, | have been
researching the development of the law
regulating international trade in ser-
vices and, in particular, Japan®s foreign
lawyer law. In 1994, | published an ar-
ticle in Hosei Riron on Japan®s foreign
lawyer law. The main focus of the article
was the amendment to the Gaikoku Bengoshi
ni yoru Horitsu Jimu no Toriatsukai ni
kansuru Tokubetsu Sochi Ho Law 66, 1986.
(Special Measures Law Concerning the Han-
dling of Legal Business by Foreign Law-
yers, Law No. 66 of 1986) (Law 66) which
came into effect in 1995. The article also
outlined developments in the area of in-
ternational trade in services. (The most
notable developments were the conclusion
of the 1993 final accord of the Uruguay
Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (* The Final Act Embodying the
Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilat-
eral Trade Negotiations” ) which included
the General Agreement on Trade in Services
and the formation of the World Trade
Organization.)
O The following year, | presented a paper
in Tokyo outlining the effects of the
amendment to Law 66 at the 1995 Annual
Meeting of the Research Committee on Soci-
ology of Law: International Sociological
Association. At that time only two law
firms had taken advantage of the new pro-
vision allowing joint-partnerships be-
tween foreign and Japanese lawyers. Both
firms® senior partners informed me it was
still too early to tell whether the new
law would have any positive effect on
their law practice. As a matter of fact,
they were rather skeptical whether there
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would be any effect at all. Recently, it
has been announced that a more full and
unrestricted type of partnership is being
contemplated for approval beginning in
1998.

In 1996, I began conducting a survey of
foreign companies in Japan and their use,
need and access to legal services in Ja-
pan. | mailed out approximately 2000 ques-
tionnaires to the chambers of commerce or
business association members of Brazil,
Britain, Canada, China, Denmark, France,
Germany, Hong Kong, India, lreland, Italy,
Korea, Mexico, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Switzerland, The United Arab Emirates,
and the United States. The response rate
was approximately 20%. 1 am trying to in-
crease this rate through additional mail-
ings and distributions.
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At this time, | am in the process of
tabulating the results of the survey and
preparing a written report. There has been
much interest in the results of the ques-
tionnaire from the legal services commit-
tees of the European Business Council and
the American Chamber of Commerce. Both
have contacted me and requested that I
present my results to their organizations
this Fall. I look forward to these oppor-
tunities to share my findings and to any
inquiries from Japanese or foreign aca-
demics who are interested in this subject.
I hope to present some of my findings in
this newsletter at a later date.

Thank you for taking the time to read
this. | welcome any questions or sugges-
tions. My phone number is 465-1111, exten-
sion 3531 and my e-mail address is
aldo@kic.ritsumei.ac.jp
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