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Whenever I first meet a class, I devote some
time to self-introductions. I often ask students
to guess where I'm from (Melbourne,
Australia), where I live (Shiga), and even my
age (35). I then invite students to formulate
their own questions to ask me, and usually
these pertain to such things as my favorite
food (pasta), taste in music (rock, folk), and
whether or not I can eat natto (I can't!). Such
questions are, of course, grammatically simple
and straightforward to answer. However, there
is one frequently-asked question that I
invariably find replying to awkward. That
question is “Why are you living in Japan?” This

ST EWETDOT, WAALEWRTEED
HEWIZENZ DI, FRZARKLET
To HOTHLURTHREDEDS>TLE -
2R, ZONAERFEEIRIC ) F D
TE22FEELILYERA, LTz, R
X0 BT T, IR, BRI
WEFIC o 7R R#E T, HHEOH £ b
72K EABONET, £ LA BIADT
W&o T FRBEOARBRSADTITL - T,
:n#%i#ﬂw%ﬁ BEbo>TWLDES
LiBwgEd, LT AEHEOHERD TN

-w@?éukiﬁﬁwﬁbiﬁﬂo
IR THREN-ZoONLEIZ, 22T
LD Ivwdbozlh Ah, BROEEIC
BADE I LR afEArH) LBVET, b
L5 A [H] O3S BT ET., I

WHELZEA L BHVWAZLET,
(B -272) Rib)

Why Am | Here?

« 1) "Y' —  JACKSON Lachlan Righy

is because the answer involves a detailed
explanation of my academic, professional, and
personal life. Nevertheless, in this short self-
introduction, I attempt to answer that question.
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I first came to Japan twenty-one years ago. At
that time, I stayed with my elder brother who
was living and working in Osaka. The visit was
short - just three weeks — but the experience
sparked within me a fascination with Japan that

remains strong.

After completing senior high school, I entered
the Faculty of Arts at Monash University, in
Melbourne. I was unsure about what I wanted
to study however, and as is customary among

After graduating, I again returned to Japan on a
second Working Holiday Visa. I spent eighteen
months teaching English and practicing kendo.
Again, I enjoyed the experience, but began
thinking about my future — specifically about a
career as a teacher. I decided to return to
Australia to complete a Graduate Diploma in
Education (again, at Monash University). This
study qualified me to work as a registered high
school teacher in Australia, and I was lucky
enough to be employed teaching social studies

many students in Australia, I deferred my
studies for six months to experience living
abroad. I applied for a Working Holiday Visa
and spent the following six months working for
a large Eikaiwa chain in Osaka. I had the
chance to meet Japanese people from all
segments of society, and enjoyed the

experience immensely.

Upon returning to Monash University in
Australia, I approached my studies with a
newfound enthusiasm. I took courses in
Japanese language as well as Japanese studies,
and also joined the university kendo club. Like
many students, my club activities became a
central part of university life, but I did
eventually manage to graduate with a double
major in Japanese language and Politics.

and Japanese in a private school for boys in
Melbourne. I found teaching in Australia
immensely satisfying, but after three years I
was keen to broaden my experience as a
teacher, so I decided to again relocate to Japan.
I applied to and was accepted into the Japan
Exchange and Teaching Programme (JET).

On the JET Programme, I taught in a number
of junior high schools in an industrial area of
Osaka. This experience was particularly
valuable to me because it forced me to
reconsider my perception of Japanese schools
as highly regimented, equally resourced, and
homogeneous institutions. Furthermore,
during my two years on the JET Programme, I
was also able to complete an MA in Japanese
Language and Society through the University

No. 57 (2009. 6)



of Sheffield.

In 2002 I began working at Ritsumeikan Uji
High School. This was yet another learning
opportunity for me, as I was able to experience
teaching in a well-resourced private high
school in Japan. I was particularly impressed
by the aptitude of the students there, as well as
the school’ s progressive language programme.

I came to the Kinugasa campus in 2004 as a
shokutaku koushi. This position exposed me to
students of various levels, and I taught a range
of classes in all faculties here. In 2005, I
became a Jokin Koushi posted to the Faculty of
Policy Science. I am very grateful for that
experience as I was able to become somewhat
familiar with the workings of a Japanese
university at the faculty level.

My personal life and research interests have
also been influenced by my experience living
and working in two cultures. Together with my
Japanese wife, I am attempting to raise my two
children bilingually. This task has proven both
challenging and intriguing, and in 2004 I
commenced a PhD in sociolinguistics (at the
University of Queensland) so that I might
better understand the subject. Specifically, my

thesis investigated the bilingual childrearing
experiences of native English-speaking men
married to Japanese women residing in Japan.
I concerned myself with the issues of power
and the discursive construction of identities in
linguistic intermarriage. Broadly speaking, my
research interests include the sociopolitical
dimensions of bilingualism, the ramifications of
multilingualism for both individuals and society
as a whole, and issues pertaining to linguistic
minorities in Japan.

So why am I in Japan? Essentially, it is because
Japan is a place that continues to fascinate and
intrigue me. Japan has given me much - it has
touched my academic, professional, and
personal life. Working for the Ritsumeikan
University College of Law presents a new and
exciting opportunity for me. I have much to
learn, and am very grateful to the many people
who have kindly helped and welcomed me. I
hope you find me friendly and approachable.
Please let me know if there is anything I can do
to help you. I would like to do my best to
contribute positively in any small way I can to
the College of Law, and the university as a
whole.
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