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The road I travelled towards a career in law
was rather long and winding. I was an
undergraduate student in upstate New York,
lived in Osaka for a few years, and graduated
from law school in Hawaii. In 2000, I became
an attorney licensed in the states of New York
and Connecticut. I practiced law in Connecticut
for almost eight years, mostly in estate
planning and probate litigation. It was
interesting work, but I decided to move to
Tokyo in 2008 when an opportunity to be a
more global lawyer arose. I knew this would
make me a stranger in a very different legal

land, but looked forward to the challenge.

In Tokyo, I worked at a Japanese law firm as
international counsel. It provided me with a
very different perspective from my experience
at an American law firm, and highlighted some
major differences between the legal cultures of
the two countries. At the same time, I also
taught American law at Temple University,
Japan Campus. I was impressed that so many
Japanese students wanted to not only
communicate, but also learn and study in a

foreign language.

In 2011, I moved to Nagoya and began another
chapter in my legal career as in-house counsel
at Mitsubishi Aircraft Corporation. The
aviation industry is a very exciting field of

practice, where things can change at a rapid

A STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND

TIIIVT AT I WOLF Michael

pace. Representing the company in diverse
roles brought new and interesting challenges

almost every day.

I moved to Kyoto in March because I could not
resist the chance to teach Anglo-American law
at Ritsumeikan University. Even though my
career has taken me to many places
throughout the U.S. and Japan, working here
has made me feel less like a stranger in a
strange land every day. Despite my poor
Japanese language skills, everyone has been
very kind and welcoming. I hope I can use the
practical knowledge and experience gained as
a lawyer to benefit my students. I want to
encourage them to speak without hesitation,
and without the fear of making mistakes in a
foreign language. This is a difficulty I face with
the Japanese language in my daily life, so I

greatly respect the efforts of the students who
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want to learn in English. Open communication

tends to turn strangers into friends, and

New Face
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