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My Sabbatical

DXV eaw Y e UT = kSON Lachian Righy

During the Fall semester of Academic Year
2018, I was on research leave. I am very
grateful to the College of Law for affording
me this the fantastic opportunity to spend
five weeks researching in the Republic of
Ireland. Below is a brief summary of some
of the memorable experiences from my

trip.

I elected to spend my sabbatical in
Ireland for a number of reasons. Firstly,
I had previously attended a conference in
Dublin and had been very impressed by
the keynote speaker, Professor Padraig
O’Dubhir of Dublin City University’s
Institute of Education. He gave a very
interesting lecture on the teaching of
the Irish language in Irish elementary
schools. Although I knew very little about
Irish language education, my background
is in multilingualism, so I deemed this
topic suitable for my sabbatical research
project. Secondly, Ireland is a country that
I had been interested in since childhood
— as a teenager, I was a devout fan of
Ireland’s most famous rock band, U2, and
there is also a significant Irish diaspora
living in my home country, Australia.
Thirdly, mandolin is my hobby, and I have
an interest in traditional Irish music. I
therefore contacted Dublin City University
to inquire about being a visiting scholar

there.

During the first week, Professor O’Dubhir
had kindly arranged for me to attend a
colloquium on Irish immersion education
held at Trinity College Dublin. The event
was set up for a group of researchers
from Estonia who were learning about
immersion education in Ireland, and being
able to participate provided me with an
intensive and useful background into Irish
language education policy and language

teacher training.

The colleagues in my shared office
also provided me with much anecdotal
information about their experiences
trying to learn the Irish language as
schoolchildren. I particularly enjoyed
talking to them in the university dining
room, where we enjoyed delicious roast
lamb, chicken, turkey and beef lunches! I
usually try to avoid clichés and stereotypes,
however I found the Irish people wherever
I went in the country to be extremely warm

and hospitable.

I undertook a number of elementary school
visits during my stay. One, a famous Irish-
medium public primary school in North
Dublin was called Gaelscoil Bhraian
Boroimhe. There, all of the children
enter the school as monolingual English
speakers from monolingual homes. Because

they receive their entire education in the
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Dublin City University

Irish language, they are able to become
fluent in the language incredibly quickly.
I was able to observe numerous classes,
a school assembly, see children at play
interacting in Irish, and interview several
teachers about their experience teaching
Irish in such a school. Another school I
visited was St. Patrick’s Boys’ National
School Drumcondra. As an English-
medium school, the students’ progress in
Irish was understandably slower than
the students I had observed at Gaelscoil
Bhraian Boroimhe. The visit did, however,
provide me with a fuller picture of the
current situation regarding Irish language

education in mainstream public schools.

There are a number of Irish language
speaking regions in the country,
predominantly along the west coast,
known as Gaeltacht. Because I wanted to
see the Irish language in use, I decided
to take trips to several such regions. The
Dingle Peninsula, in County Kerry, was
breathtaking, with its spectacular green
coastline showcasing the true beauty of
traditional Irish culture. I took a boat

tour around the Blasket Islands, Europe’s

westernmost land mass. Further north,
in County Galway, is the rural area of
Connemara. There I visited the Academha
na hOllscolaiochta, an intensive Irish
immersion language education center
affiliated with the National University
of Ireland Galway. From there I took a
ferry to visit the largest of the three Aran
Islands, Inis Mor. There, life is slow and
traditional. The locals all speak Irish, and
small ponies can be seen drawing carts

around the Island.

A final highlight of my stay was enjoying
some excellent traditional Irish music
sessions in some very friendly pubs around
the country. Seeking shelter from a cold
and blistery rainstorm, an enduring
memory of mine will be walking into
a small pub in Dingle, ordering a pint
of Guinness, standing by the peat fire
listening to the impromptu tunes lofting
from fiddles, tin whistles, guitars, Uilleann
pipes, banjos, and of course mandolins!
(Fxr v -myrIr ) IE—
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The town of Dingle
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Conference

“Europe and Asia as a Legal Area for Peace, Fundamental
Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law”
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