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Developments in Regionalism and the Kansai Region in Japan

by
Masato IKUTA

The purpose of this paper is to consider on the methodology of restructuring the present economies in the
Kansai Region of Western Japan. Currently, in Japan, both the international and internal regionalisms are
growing in Japan in accordance with the political and economic changes in Asia. Regional cooperation has been
growing in the various ways in the present East Asia including the Southeast Asian countries.

International regionalism implies that a super national or cross-border political organization would be
created by the integration of the economies and governance systems across the individual nation states like
EU. On the other hand, internal regionalism implies the trends that a region within a nation state insists and
obtains greater political and economic autonomy against its central government. The latter concept was
developed in France at the end of 19th century.

Although the internal regionalism movement was developed during the high economic growth period in
Japan, it was considered to be the same as the policy for developing industries and increasing job opportunities
for an isolated individual municipality instead of the regional strategy including various municipalities. It did
not have a great influence on either the governance system or the academic circles.

However, currently, internal regionalism in Japan is progressing with the decentralization of power being
practiced by the central government. We need to take into account both regionalisms for considering the
economic activities of the Kansai region in the internationalized future. It appears important to contemplate
the regional economic activities in the system created by the Osaka-Kyoto-Kobe metropolitan area and the rest

of the Kansai region.
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