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Replacement of Particle “Ga” for Particle “Wo” in Japanese Language
Atsuki Higashiyama

We use a number of particles to connect words in sentence. There are several sentences
whose predicates represent ability (i.e., ...dekiru), hope (i.e., ...tai), and like-dislike (i.e.,
...suki). In these sentences, the object of the predicate has been indicated by “ga,” but
nowadays, “ga” has a tendency to be replaced by “wo.” In this study, we presented 18
sentences lacking the particle in question and asked 171 young and 126 senior adults to
complete each sentence by filling in the blank with “ga” or “wo.” The results showed that 1)
“ga” was strongly favored in some sentences (e.g., Benkyo ga dekiru), but not in other
sentences (e.g., Piano ga/wo hikeru), 2) for some sentences, senior adults liked to use “ga,”
and young adults likes to use “wo,” and 3) “ga” was generally chosen for the predicates
indicating state (e.g., ...tai), and “wo” was chosen for the predicates indicating action (e.g.,
...tagaru). It is considered that we use “ga” when emphasizing an object of the predicate and

use “wo” when stating the object moderately.
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