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Preschooler Rule-Compliance Behavior for Game Tasks with Time Limit

—From the Standpoint of Conflict between Need-Achievement
and Rule Compliance—

Miho Okugawa and Sayaka Oyama

Children (4,5-year-olds N=118) participated in a simple matching game with 3 trials
within a given time limit. When following the rules strictly, it is difficult for the children to
win the game. We examined how children’s rule-compliance behavior changed after
experiencing failure to win, under conflict with the rules and their desire to win the game.
And when a transgression judgment task was inserted between the 2nd and 3rd trial,
children evaluated the degree of rule transgressions of the game in which they themselves
participated. The control group members (4,5-year-olds, N=19), who did not participate in the
matching game, were only asked to estimate the transgressions. The results showed that the
control group judged transgressions more severely than the experimental group, and major
transgressions were judged to be worse than minor ones. It was found that 5-year-olds
increased their transgressions at the 2nd trial, while the 4-year-olds increased theirs at the
3rd trial. The 5-year-olds who broke the rules were judged as those who transgressed more
severely than all other children. Next, we analyzed relations between the changes of behavior
patterns and their evaluations of transgressions. We found several changes and achievement
patterns. As to games lost, some children increased or started transgressions at the 2nd trial.
The 5-year-olds among them mostly evaluated the transgressions severely and decreased the
number of their transgressions at the 3rd trial, though the 4-year-olds did not show any such
tendencies. Children who did not break rules were divided into two groups; one rather loosely
evaluating group started transgressions after their rating, and the other evaluated severely
and did not change their compliance behavior. These results suggested that 5-year-olds began
to control their achievement motive and compliance behavior flexibly. We discussed the

individual differences vis-a-vis their rule compliance behavior in the real world.
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