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A Study of Children’s Behavior of Holding Each Other’s Hands.
Naomine Shibata

The purpose of this paper is to observe children’s behavior of holding each other’s hands. 49
pairs of preschool children standing side by side and holding the other’s hand were observed.

The main findings were as follows. a) When two children held hands each other, the palm of
one of the pair’s hand was facing his/her forward (‘forward hand’) and the other’s palm was facing
backward (‘backward hand’). There was strong consistency in the direction of one’s palm when
switching to his/her hands of pairs. b) Only when 3-year- old and 5-year-old held the hands each
other, there was tendency that 3-year-olds were held hand by means of ‘forward hand’. ¢) When one
of the pair reached to hold first, the direction of the palm was forward regardless of the age. These
results suggest that children have preference to hold hands facing one’s forward because the

meanings of the ‘forward hand’ is to be given contact comfort and to be led.
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