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A Lexical Semantic Approach to the Locative Alternation
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This thesis explores an alternative approach in terms of lexical semantics that proves more
successful in explaining the semantic and syntactic properties of the locative alternation between
the theme construction, as in John sprayed paint on the wall, and the locative construction, as in
John sprayed the wall with paint. Contrary to previous researches which assume twofold lexical
conceptual structures for the locative alternation verbs, such as Rappaport and Levin (1988), who
derive via “lexical subordination” a secondary conceptual structure of the locative alternation verbs,
or Jackendoff (1990), who assigns an independent conceptual structure to each predicate in the
alternation according to its distinct semantic features, I propose that any locative alternation verb
only lexicalizes one base lexical conceptual structure as its core meaning and the locative
alternation is triggered by the speaker’s subjective way of actual locative event construal.

The necessary properties of the locative alternation verbs are to lexicalize as their lexical items
three conceptually separate subevents, namely <an action by agent>, <a change of location in
theme> and <a change of state in locative>, which are causally interrelated to denote a locative
event. The locative alternation can be considered as an instance of “gestalt shift” (i.e. a shift of
cognitively foregrounded/backgrounded parts of event structure) of cognitive focus conceptualized in
the speaker’s mind. In fact, of the two possible results of the action <a change of location in theme>
is focused in the theme constructions, whereas <a change of state in locative> is focused in the
locative constructions. The cognitive focus affects the meaning and form of a construction at the
same time. In the realm of semantics, the cognitive focus contributes to dominance of interpretation,
which often produces “holistic effect” on the locative argument in the locative construction. In the
realm of syntax, on the other hand, the cognitive focus prescribes relative salience of event
participants which then maps into the grammatical relation of the construction. In short, other than
agent as the subject, the more salient participant between theme and locative must be realized as
the direct object of the verb, along with particular semantic importance (e.g. affectedness), while the
other less salient participant may be realized as the oblique object.

In this manner, language is viewed as a symbolic unit between meaning and form, and lexicon
is acquired in our grammatical knowledge as a fundamental element to support this
interrelationship. The approach presented in this thesis gives us an explanatorily adequate solution
to the joint association between meaning and form of a language, without introducing an overly
complicated lexical representation of verbs, and has good prospects to apply to many different

construction alternations in many different languages.
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William Blake’s Angry Voice in
Songs of Innocence and of Experience
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This thesis explores William Blake’s criticism based on his anger as expressed in Songs of

Innocence and of Experience (1794). Especially, we focus on fourteen poems from the Songs, and

occasionally mention several other poems by Blake.

In the first chapter, Blake’s criticism of the oppressive stratification of eighteenth-century Britain
is discussed. The major poems examined are such as “The Chimney Sweeper” and “Holy Thursday” from
both Innocence and Experience, and “London” from Experience. While the author shows us sickened
London and its citizens, he also presents possibilities to overcome this sorrowful world. It is because
that Blake believed that his country was shaped by both disillusionment and hope.

In the second chapter, Blake’s attacks against religious hypocrisy are examined. The targeted texts
are “The Divine Image,” “The Human Abstract,” “The Garden of Love” and “A Little Boy Lost.” From a
close reading of those poems, we learn that natural desires and honest enquirers are destroyed by
religious hypocrisies. Yet Blake also instructs us that divinity is always beside and inside us. That is to
say, Blake tells us that our sanctity is decided by ourselves.

In the last chapter, Blake’s philosophy and critique of conventional education are studied. The
chosen poems are “The School Boy” “Infant Sorrow” and the set of “Nurse’s Song.” Those poems reveal
that adults can ruin children by enforcing oppressive education, yet they can simultaneously protect
children.

As conclusion, the Songs is a mirror of Blake’s philosophy of society, religion, education and, as the

subtitle articulates, “the Two Contrary States of the Human Soul.”

Ot |



