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Chapter 1 Where Angels Fear to Tread and A Room with a View:
Encounters with Italy
1. Influence of Italy
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2. The significance of places and conflicting formation
(1) Monteriano vs. Sawston
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(2) Those Who Forget Views and Those Who Remember Them
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2. The development of the Heroines

(1) Caroline Abbott — Travel for Self-Emancipation
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(2) Lucy Honeychurch — Escape from the Middle Ages
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Chapter 2 The Longest Journey: Dilemmas of Rickie Elliot
1. Challenge to the Conventions
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2. Three Significant Places
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3. Rickie’s Weakness
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4. Rickie’s Deterioration
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5. A Portrait of an Artist
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6. Brotherhood (To Wiltshire)
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Chapter 3 Howards End: Forster’s View of His Love for England
1. Concern of England’s Fate
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2. Condition of England
(1) From “Wiltshire”to Howards End
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(2) London
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(3) Howards End
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2. The Spiritual Heir
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3. Challenge to a New Age
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4. Connection
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Chapter 4 A Passage to India: The Collision of Human Beings
1. “Mosque,” “Caves” and “Temple”
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2. Echo: The Collision with Oneself
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3. “Sky”: Beyond Human Limitation
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“Searching for the Self in Sylvia Plath’s Poetry”
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The thesis is a depth study of Sylvia Plath’s search for an
authentic self within her poetry. It is conducted from three
perspectives: an explication of poems seminal to her oeuvre, in
particular from the posthumously published Ariel (1965); a
comprehensive reading of Plath’s journals, letters and
autobiographical novel, The Bell Jar (1963) ; and analysis from the
vast field of secondary critical literature which has proliferated
around Plath’s cult status as an icon of the feminist movement.

Chapter 1, “The Reincarnation of a Father Figure,” considers five
major poems which explore the complex daughter-father nexus. Plath
undergoes a series of descents to confront her father, who died when
she was eight years old (“I would breathe water”). He is visually

imaged as a drowned sea-god and colossus, with their Greek and
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Roman mythological prototypes, and as Nazi, with Holocaust
imagery. It is demonstrated how the poems move chronologically
from obsession with the father as internalized absence to a
metaphorical severing in order to free herself from joining him in
death, i.e., suicide.

In chapter 2, “The Daughter’s Ambivalence toward her Mother”
stresses the discrepancy between Plath’s effusive letters home and
her increasingly vehement poetry and journal entries expressing
bitter hatred of the mother’s middle-class American values and
perceived devaluations. Giorgio de Chirico’s painting “The
Disquieting Muses” (1917) is examined in conjunction with Plath’s
poem of the same title. The characteristic imagery of the mother
poems are traced to mythological origins: the moon, mouth, stone,
gorgon and Medusa.

Chapter 3, “Anxiety as a Mother,” focuses on a lesser known aspect
of Plath, eight poems dealing with maternity, in the categories of
pregnancy, miscarriage and child-rearing. Plath’s extraordinary
foetus poems are examined in detail. Special attention is given to the
two contradistinctive final poems she wrote six days before her
suicide at the age of 30 on 5 Feb 1963 in a flat in London, deserted by
her husband: “Balloons” and “Edge.”

Chapter 4, “The Confrontation with the Self,” looks at nine poems
not directly related to Plath’s obsession with the family, showing how
the theme of death and rebirth recurs in variations of vivid
complexity and incantatory power. Here, the predominant images are

tulips. the mirror, lake, queen bee and phoenix.
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The “Conclusion” emphasizes how throughout all the preceding
texts, the family consists of invented characters, incongruent with a
strictly biographical template. In this sense, it is wrong to subsume
Plath as a “confessional” poet. Rather, she creates a dramatis
personae based on her real family, in order to plumb the presence of a
third invisible presence, a sense of authentic self as realized within
an artistic artifact, the body of the poem. The touchstone to

authenticity is discovered to dwell within the language itself.

M QS & FEIWERV O WHEWHI S LA DY N - NN 41
DOie<UKREWR W 500° BEBMRQHELAR S WRIEWRS @
FIWD S UBREO W 5e°

KAEX P B NN X Sz LA T FES W RN fR A n@ EE B 00 °
%U?m\%ﬁﬁ%t%%@%%%ﬁbfﬁﬁ%ﬁ%?éo

HUCEREWHHE U OSUNNX ORERCHEUR S VS VR 0E
u\X%ﬁﬂé%@%&u_fuﬁ¢W%7%llKﬁE%_TuE
8 QoS O WV HREE 0 DR DK< U 0 WUBKT Hawhh
X S~ SERRESEHENV LD FEIPQ® BYE [HQ4Xw] U
Q5 HwEERUR )AL O XA QREWEOR QA AnQ°

NNX Qe QHESH T BB UROVEEIWTRE S v 550° NN B’
M XIN A —h Q) —/NAUEED O LR ERIFHWERE DWW 50°
[RiKd —4 | QFEsHE” BV QREWNWEORNOOUP QR EER
YR RAOF A a4

(TEOHRURIV HESHASRE NIl U KRRV RS b
A -PARIIER RO RSEEN A D7 EH DRV 0 U e° U ]
R A VEEO] B 1<y Ry =S X4 Q<o LERES

KK



668

e DOWVEE P UXEBHaw b Y 5 00

KO IRWEP NN [ LR O RBRWE S mmy
Endnl (&) V(RO wvis” #A_i%:ﬁ%% S0 500 [N
PoRL] P FEoR A e NEHRER O S <E U0 LR Ui SR
L9001 AW BHADC

NN X Bz SFES LIIERaw KR D7 KRBV ORE K OMMIIWR O R
ET:&KJOT\ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@A%KBH%&%%mﬁ RRE Do
DIV R0° BB UEERG X —INVEE S Iax © #I4T

& BB IE U IKE O Q 48e°
T ek © HEEK S BXIm

Ms Hayakawa’s oral examination was held on 13 July 2008, from
10:00 am to 12:00 am, in Gakuji-kan, Room 1. Two people attended it.
To the examiners’ questions Ms Hayakawa answered quite clearly
and accurately.

The strong points of this thesis lie in its multilayered approach to
Plath’s lifelong obsession with the nuclear family.

Most important, and fundamental to the entire thesis, is the
precise explication of individual poems in their entirety. Plath’s verse
consists almost entirely of imagery. often obscure and surreal. The
thrust of the thesis emphasizes that it is crucial to follow the internal
logic of images based primarily on visual origins, which overlap into
aural, tactile, gustatory and olfactory connotations. This shifting
internal structure of ‘webbing’ is traced in poem after poem through
a close reading.

Secondly, the wider scope of Plath’s prose writing is regarded as a

KK
vital exegesis upon the crystallized poems. In particular, the thesis
draws upon The Bell Jar, Letters Home: Correspondence 1950-63,
Johnny Panic and the Bible of Dreams and Other Prose Writing
(1977), and the unexpurgated journals of 1950-62, along with BBC
interviews which prove insightful toward understanding the poems.

Thirdly, the extensive field of Plath criticism has been thoroughly
researched and used judiciuosly in the explication of the poems.

Throughout, the distinction between an ‘I-narrator’ and a
autobiographical speaker in the poetry is insightful, avoiding the
reductive method of biographical analysis.

The examiners agree that the thesis is exemplary in the originality
of its theme, the scope of its research and the quality of its written
English. The final thesis could have been improved with less
repetition of the same key points, and more incisive exploration of

Plath’s imagery.
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