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Can Serial Position Effect Be Observed in All the Word Lists?

Tokuko Ogawa & Kayoko Kihara

abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of organization (the grouping strategy) on serial
position effect by means of two lists consisting of 12 category words and 12 non-category words. One of the lists
contained color category words, while the other list contained animal category words. So, the difference between
color category and animal category was investigated. In both lists, the recall data of category words was
significantly superior to that of non-category words, which indicated that organization was an effective strategy.
In contrast, serial position effect was not clear. There was a difference between categories in the shape of serial
position curve. While there was no recency effect in color category words, there was no decline in the recall data
concerning the middle section of the list in animal category words. These results suggest that the serial position
effect was inhibited by the influence of organization. It may be said that the serial position effect is not

necessarily a strong effect.
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