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Developments in Economic Geography and D. Harvey’s Concept of Space:

Towards Understanding the Spatiality of Continental Southeast Asia

by
Masato Ikuta

This paper aims to consider David Harvey’s concept of space, after pointing out two research trends,
namely, major methodological changes in postwar human geography and in Western economic geography over
the last two decades. As for economic geography, relational thinking has been developed following evolutional
economic geography. Japanese economic geography has shown strong tendencies in positivism, which makes it
different from Western economic geography. We need to understand the methodological transformation that
economic geography — including evolutional and relational geography — has undergone over the last several
decades.

David Harvey is a distinguished geographer that has a deep interest in methodological debates. The
spectrum of his research is wide, ranging from economic geography to physical geography, sociology, and
philosophy. Harvey insists that a geographical theory can be considered in conjunction with social processes for
creating space, place, and environment. Among his vast and deep considerations, this paper focuses on his
concept of space. Harvey identified nine different concepts of space; subsequently, having accepted the critique
from the field of humanistic geography, and with the help of Henri Lefebvre, he has further developed his
thoughts.

Based on Harvey’s matrix of concepts of space, it becomes clear that major dissimilar social events in
continental Southeast Asia can be analyzed in an integrated way. We can understand events such as the
minority problem in Myanmar, the Asian financial crisis in 1997, the Vietnam War, and so on, in an integrated
manner by utilizing the nine concepts of space. Using the matrix of concepts of space, it may also be possible to
establish an order for micro- and macro -level social incidents, although it proves difficult to discuss events on a
different level in one study. Harvey’s rearrangement of the concept of space has contributed to the theorization

of geographical thought.
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