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A Historical-Geographic Consideration of Saltery Herring Production in the Canadian West

Coast in the Early 20" Century: The Korenaga and Kasho Families

by

Norihumi Kawahara

This article examines Japanese business managers (and the people surrounding them) of saltery herring
production in the Canadian West Coast in the early 20" century from a historical-geographic perspective.

In the Canadian fishing industry in the early 20" century, making fish fertilizer and collecting herring roe
(kazunoko) were prohibited. As a result, herring was salted and exported to Japan. Unlike Japanese workers in
the salmon gillnetting industry, who borrowed fishing equipment from contracted salmon canneries, Japanese
business managers in the salted herring industry needed to prepare their own large-scale fishing equipment
and facilities. Thus, joint management was the norm in the saltery herring industry.

Initially, Korenaga Jyukichi, born in Ooita Prefecture, imported fishing nets. He then started exporting
salted salmon to Japan, which was a booming business, and eventually shifted to herring fishery. He produced
saltery herring at Nanaimo bay, on the East Coast of Vancouver Island, together with Kasho Jizaburo who was
from Osaka Prefecture. Kasho undertook the fishing and processing, Korenaga the exportation. The saltery
herring was shipped to the colonies in Korea and China (for example Shanghai) via Japan. A study of Japanese-

owned salted herring businesses will lead to further consideration of the history of North Atlantic fishery.
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