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Management of Geo-spatial Data of Modern-era Kyoto for Historical GIS

by
Keiji Yano

Geographic information systems (GIS) have been facilitating rediscovery of geographic space in geography
as well as history and the other humanities. For example, the humanities, especially the emerging,
interdisciplinary Digital Humanities, has been focusing on “space.” This paper, therefore, discusses how to
manage GIS-based geo-spatial data of modern-era Kyoto in order to promote historical GIS.

As part of the Virtual Kyoto project, we have constructed vast amounts of GIS data related to Kyoto
between the late eighth century when it was established as the capital of Japan, and the present day. This
paper demonstrates several GIS maps of modern-era Kyoto between the Meiji and the postwar era, pointing out
further challenges facing when using the GIS. In the modern-era Kyoto exact and detailed maps at large-scale
level appeared, and these maps are used by historical geographers as well as other humanities researchers.
These maps include: old topographic maps (Kasei-zu and Seishiki-zu) in the Meiji era; Kyoto cadastral maps
(Kyoto chiseki-zu) in 1912; Kyoto planning maps (Toshi-keikaku-zu) in 1921, 1929, 1935 and 1953; and Kyoto
large-scale maps (Kyotoshi-meisai-zu) in the early Showa era and the postwar era. Additionally we provide a

WebGIS-based application which allows us to compare maps, discussed in this paper.
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