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The Effect of Odor Cues on Specificity of Autobiographical Memory

Yuji Hoshino & Asuka Hayashi

abstract
We examined autobiographical memories evoked by three cue types: odors, words, and pictures. Sixty
undergraduates participated and were presented with 20 cues. They were asked to recall one event for each cue.
The purpose of this experiment was to explore the influence of the cue types on memory specificity and age
distributions of recalled events. The results showed that odor cues evoked fewer specific memories and that the
age distribution of odor-evoked memories differed from those of word- and picture-evoked memories. These

findings suggest odor cues may differ from the other cue types in retrieving autobiographical memory.
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N B EA2RKE S 7z,
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bOTEL, HWENRLOTT2)) oW TIE [RENTHL] 226 [HENTHL] FTO5 KR
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40% TH Y. FOU 0L EICABERBEN R SNz (2 (2, N=838) =14.0,p <.01), FEEH
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HRESE -.08 -.01 .06 11 .30 18
FEBRAE .00 A1 .57 .27 .21 .03 19

RIS KETHETHASZ EERT,

66



592

& Larsson (2006) 3 & 0¥ Chu & Downes (2000) DfiH & —3 3 %, KAWL TIZEBRSINE HE
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