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The Exclusionary Discourse Surrounding Missionary Schools in Modern Japan:
The Case of Oshima Girls’ High School

by
Tasuku Aso

In the recent past, Korean schools have faced exclusion in Japan. Schools with affiliations to foreign
countries have been either excluded from mainstream education or criticized, most of these being missionary
schools. The purpose of this paper is to analyze how and why a specific missionary school—Oshima Girls’ High
School on the island of Amami Oshima—was excluded.

In the early 1920s, some influential people asked the Catholic Church to start a girls’ high school to further
the education of women in Amami Oshima. The Church opened Oshima Girls’ High School in Naze Town, the
center of Amami Oshima, in 1924. However, as early as 10 years later, some people started to suggest that the
educational curriculum was unpatriotic and full of anti-Japanese imperialist sentiments; they started calling
for the shutdown of Oshima Girls’ High School. Some suspected that both Oshima Girls’ High School and the
Catholic Church were American spies, and suggested they be banned from the country. However, some
graduates of Oshima Girls’ High School opposed the school’s closing. They were emphatic that they had never
learned unpatriotic or anti-Japanese imperialist lessons and that they were loyal Japanese citizens.

Their efforts were in vain, and Oshima Girls’ High School closed in 1934. In the discourse surrounding the
closing of the school, both opponents and supporters of the closing used language about being loyal Japanese
citizens; nobody recognized themselves as unpatriotic. Therefore, the basis for the discourse surrounding the

closing of Oshima Girls’ High School was nationalism.
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