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The Interconnection between Popular Culture and Tourism in a Mobile Age

by
Hideki Endo

Popular culture has been influenced strongly by “the social.” This was called the “political unconscious” by
American literary critic Fredric Jameson. Particularly in recent years, popular culture has come to have a
strong link with tourism, and through that the “political unconscious” has been increasingly reflected in the
mobility of people, goods, capital, information, and knowledge in our mobile globalizing society.

This paper will discuss this. First, I will classify and organize the various types of popular culture research
that have come before. Second, by examining some cases in Japan, I will insist that research of popular culture
is not limited to these types of popular culture research, and that research focusing on the soft power present in
popular culture has gradually grown in importance and the soft power of popular culture has been used to
attract tourists. However, it is insufficient to point out that tourism is induced by the soft power of popular
culture one-sidedly. Tourism is not only a result of popular culture. On the contrary, there are cases where
tourism revitalizes popular culture (activates it), prompts transformation (changes it), and recreates what
already exists as something new (renovates it). Thus popular cultural studies will need to increasingly
incorporate the results of tourism research into a “theoretical revolution for culture.” In the last, I will conclude
that the interconnection between popular culture and tourism makes our modern society change into more
mobile globalizing one, and that it should be considered to examine “political unconscious” of popular culture. In
order to clarify the political unconscious of popular culture and the social qualities of the unconscious that occur
in the cultural imagination elicited by people’s desires, hopes, and dreams, we must continue to examine the
form of popular culture that draws us inexorably to tourism, attracting us, and trapping us in its magnetic field.
Future research into cultural studies and tourism studies will need to take into account the process that
connects popular culture and tourism together within global complexity, and through it restructures “the social”

locally, nationally, and globally to continue elucidating its modern form.

Keywords: mobility, globalizing society, the social, political unconscious, imagination
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