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Characteristics of the Modern Tourism Resources Found in The Railroad Song

by

Manabu Inoue

This paper examines lyricist Takeki OWADA’s lyrics for The Railroad Song (original and revised versions)
from a geographical perspective. The original version of The Railroad Song was released in 1900, when
railroads in Japan were just beginning to be built. In this context, it can be asserted that the song served the
following functions: 1) providing geographical and historical education, 2) advertising the fact that travel had
become faster due to the opening of railroads, and 3) enhancing Japan’s national prestige.

The revised version of The Railroad Song was released nine years after the original. By this time, the
railroad networks had spread a great deal, making it possible for people to travel over wider areas. While the
revised lyrics largely follow the original version, the names of certain sightseeing locations along the railway
lines have been included throughout, along with allusions to the industry.

In the revised version of The Railroad Song, 1) the educational function of the lyrics is to some extent
superseded by the greater focus on naming tourist attractions along the railroad lines, 2) a uniform range of
regions is covered, and 3) the lyrics’ function of enhancing national prestige has been strengthened in the wake
of the Sino—Japanese and Russo—Japanese wars. From the above, it is clear that, between 1900 and 1909, the
spread of the Japanese railway network had made railroad travel a part of everyday life, leading to an increase

in the number of tourism destinations.

102



