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Transformation of Roadside Business Districts in an Era of Low Consumer Spending:
A Case Study of Gifu City and Its Surrounding Area

by
Akio Kondo

The roadside business districts in urban fringe plays the important role in the city commerce. However, the
major targets of commercial policy in recent Japan is a business district in downtown and the large-scale
shopping center in suburb area. Then, the roadside business district in the urban fringe is argument there, it’s
put beyond bounds. Understanding in the whole scale of city business district structure is indispensable for
drafting storage of a commercial policy, and it doesn’t permit excluding roadside business districts. Therefore, in
this research, an actual condition survey in roadside business districts was performed as the part which catches
the whole scale commercial spatial structure of the city. Gifu City and its surrounding area were taken as the
study area, in this research.

The business district in Gifu indicates clear three-layer structure in a downtown business district, roadside
business districts in urban fringe, and large-scale shopping centers in suburb area. And roadside business
districts in Gifu urban fringe tends to decline from early 21st century. In Gifu City and surrounding area, a
downtown business district and large-scale shopping centers in suburb area also tend to decline too. Therefore,

implementation of a commercial policy which includes metropolitan-regional scale is required.
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