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CHILDREN ARE NOT TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

THINK before visiting an orphanage.
Visit www.thinkchildsafe.org
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2016.8.23

The Telegraph
2016.7.19
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2016.7.8

The Guardian
2016.5.16

The Guardian
2016.4.13

The Guardian
2016.1.13

The Guardian

JK Rowling condemns ‘voluntourism’ and highlights dangers of volunteering in
orphanages overseas
JKU—) Y 73R 574 7= L% L ESOMEBEETES ¥ 7 1
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In defence of the gap year — just don’'t make it a ‘gap yah’
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A message for Louise Linton and anyone considering voluntourism: nobody needs
your neo-colonialist ‘aid’
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Volunteers are fueling the growth of orphanages in Uganda. They need to stop
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Gap Year for grown ups: older volunteers offer great opportunities for charities
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Teaching abroad: Volunteers had little educational benefits to the kids’
(FATHRBZE R YT A TRFRICIEL A CHERLRFIGRII 25 374
W)

Volunteer travel: expert raise concerns over unregulated industry
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The Guardian Gap-year Britons opt to boost their CVs in English-speaking countries
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Gap year volunteering: how to do it right
(Fr v TAXY—HDORT VT4 7 EDLHICLEHBIELWART VT4 05TE
D7)

Seven questions you should ask before you volunteer abroad
(EHCTRT Y74 72T HENCHMBAZETXE 7 O0HIH)

Does voluntourism do more harm than good?
(R T74 7V =) ZALIHERETHLDON?)

Student Speak: Volunteer holidays can be a powerful tool for development
(FHEDFE KT 7 4 TIRRIZHFE R EEREDOMRN 2 FBRE%5)

Student Speak: Can volunteer holidays be a force for good?
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Fake orphanages. Bogus animal sanctuaries. And crooks growing rich on Western
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Volunteering overseas: the best method for creating new aid workers?
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The Guardian Gap yah volunteers not all bad, says new report
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Voluntourism is a ‘waste of time and money’ — and gappers are better off working
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The Guardian 15 ways to make your mark as a volunteer
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The Independent ~ Want an earnest answer to ‘voluntourism'? The International Citizen Service
2013.12.31 may be for you
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The Telegraph Cambodia ‘best value’ for backpackers
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The Telegraph Orphanage volunteering ‘part of the problem’
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Voluntourism: Helping hands on holiday
(KT 747 Y7—=10 XL FRATHICEMASTE %)

The scandal of orphanages in tourist resort and disaster zones that rent children
to fleece gullible Westerners
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Cambodia’s orphanages target the wallets of well-meaning tourists
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The Telegraph Volunteer holidays ‘do more harm than good’
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Daily Mail Gap year volunteers ‘do more harm than good’ in third world countries
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Daily Mail Gap year holidays: From backpacking to teaching English abroad
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Daily Mail Volunteering for some lessons in life on a teaching course in Cambodia
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Contradictions and Criticisms of Orphanage Volunteer Tourism:

An Exploration through British Newspaper Articles

by
Hiroyuki Yakushiji

This article aims to explore the nature of the contradictions and criticisms of orphanage volunteer tourism in
less developed countries. The nature of these contradictions and criticisms was explored through the content of
British newspaper articles. While volunteer tourism has been recognised as a form of ‘alternative tourism’, and
can be seen as an alternative to mass tourism, recent studies have revealed that volunteer tourism can have
many negative impacts on aid recipients and can in fact ‘do more harm than good’. This article has identified
the following contradictions and criticisms of orphanage volunteer tourism.

First, the concept of orphanage volunteer tourism is contradictive. While the nature of volunteering contains
altruism and gratuitous service, volunteer tourism has been established as a tourism business that the agencies
and orphanage owners can use to maximise their profits. Moreover, volunteer tourists tend to be motivated to
find themselves (self-discovery) and feel good through engaging in volunteer activity. This is ultimately a
selfish and egoistic motivation rather than altruistic.

Second, some volunteer agencies and orphanage owners have pursued profit rather than alleviating the
children’s vulnerability. They target the wallets of the volunteer tourists. This irresponsible conduct poses a
threat to orphanages because it can foster threats from paedophiles and human traffickers, and can cause
distorted growth—both physically and mentally.

In summary, orphanage volunteer tourism, which rich Western tourists visit an orphanage where vulnerable
children live, cannot meet the original concept of volunteering. Orphanage volunteer tourism may instead be

merely a ‘role-playing’ activity for the tourists, and a cash-cow for the agencies and orphanage owners.
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