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The Study on Haruki Murakami’s “The Second Bakery Attack”

by

Juan Li

Haruki Murakami’s “The Second Bakery Attack” was published in the 1985 August edition of the women’s
magazine Marie Claire. This work is a story about a couple that had only been married two weeks attempting
to attack a bakery again so as to get rid of overpowering hunger pangs. The present article first focuses on the
work’s historical background, the highly developed capitalist society , and discusses the inconveniences hidden
in the daily lives of modern people through considering the main characters’ idea of “not choosing”. The article
also focuses on “overpowering hunger pangs” and shows that what they actually are are metaphors of the desire
to resist a society which suppresses individuality and reveals the author’s ingenuity in making readers
consciously reflect on the situation surrounding modern people’s existence. Furthermore, focusing on the fact
that the target of the attack is changed from a “bakery” to “McDonald’s”, the symbolic meaning of “McDonald’s”
is analyzed. It can be said that the second attack by the couple, as members of the new middle class, does not
mean that they totally resisted societies’ manuals such as McDonald’s, but that they are resisting while
accepting the market order. Finally, the last scene is considered. It can be interpreted that the main characters’
second attack only provides a temporary feeling of freedom and that “overpowering hunger pangs” will some

day likely strike again.
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Interpretation of a Drama through Music:

An Analysis of the Musical Der Besuch der alten Dame

by

Naomi Miyamoto

There are many musical adaptations of works of literature, such as the very famous Les Miserables, but can
music express the contents of the original work, especially when music is a commercial entertainment genre?
This paper analyses the musical structure of Der Besuch der alten Dame (2014), which is a Viennese musical
based on Friedrich Diirrenmatt’s drama (1955). Although its music is written in various popular styles, its
method is thoroughly calculated, as in Wagner’s leitmotif, and plays a substantial role in dramaturgy. The
music, as well as accompanying the lyrics, also sometimes reinforces the meaning of the text, or betrays the
lyrics, and sometimes juxtaposes the two streams of the past and present. This multi-layered musical structure
is suited to the multiplicity of the original literary work. It is true that the original play is experimental and
therefore difficult to understand, but the music’s popular style explains and interprets the contents so that a
wider audience can approach the essence of the original text. This type of musical can be regarded as both a

form of entertainment and a literary genre.
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Development of Information Sharing Tools for Continuous-collaborative Supports for Persons

with Disabilities for Five Years: The Cases of Kitakami and Hanamaki Region in Iwate Prefecture

by
Masako Yoshioka

From the late 2000s in Japan, it has started to develop tools that unitary record and manage the
information regarding continuous-collaborative supports for persons with disabilities. Investigating the
transition of the actual usage, the tasks and the efforts of such tools is important, because it enables us to
evaluate the roles of those tools. However, few studies have been conducted on this issue. Therefore, this study
aimed to report the five-year progress from the start of such tools in Kitakami and Hanamaki city, who
introduced their own tools with different background, in Iwate prefecture. Two method were used for
illustrating and analyzing the transition. One was reanalysis of the results of questionnaire surveys conducted
in those cities. The other was a hearing survey by the author. It was revealed that both cities experienced the
discussion of the tools revision in the context of returning to the original function of the tools (i.e., enhancing
continuous and integrative support through life-stages) from the third to fifth year. On the other hand, the
direction of the revisions and the progress were different between the cities. In Kitakami, there are progresses
in increasing parents’ involvement and visualizing information-sharing behavior via the revised version of the
initial tool. In Hanamaki, introduction of another tool has started to examine. For further usage, one of the
tasks is to increase the frequencies of recording and referring the tools. Quantitative research is needed to find

effective conditions for enhancing those behaviors.
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Collections of Letters to Saito Makoto from Goto Shinpei

by
The Society for the Study of the Modern Japan’s Colonial Documents

The present article’s aim is to reproduce and introduce all 27 letters to Saito Makoto from Goto Shinpei,
which are included in “Saito Makoto archieves of (Part One, Letters)”, currently stored at the Modern Japanese
Political History Materials Room of the National Diet Library. Goto Shinpei and Saito Makoto were from the
same hometown of current Mizusawa in Oshu City, Iwate Prefecture, and they joined the same cabinet twice
(the second and third Katsura cabinet) as the Minister of Communications and Minister of the Navy,
respectively. They were therefore intimate and, in addition, both had experienced governing colonies that
belonged to the Empire of Japan. Specifically, Goto had served as Director of Civil Administration at the Taiwan
Governor-General Office and the first president of the South Manchuria Railway Company, while Saito Makoto
had been Governor-General of Korea for about 10 years. Since these two had a large influence on the history of
Taiwan, Manchuria, and Korea, (and thus), sharing the information that they gave to each other should be
beneficial to research in this area. However, the letter collections have hitherto not been sufficiently utilized for
research. Therefore, the present article reproduces the letters with the aim of contributing to a deeper
understanding of modern Japanese colonial history and the further advancement of research by shedding lights
on what sort of information or opinions were exchanged between these two men who each governed different

colonies.
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