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Female Boarding Workers and Christianity in Modern Japan:
The Case of the Mino-Mission

by
Tasuku Aso

Several churches preached the gospel to female boarding workers in modern Japan. One Protestant group
called the Mino-Mission also preached the gospel to female boarding workers and built relationships with them.
The purpose of this paper is to analyze the relationships between the Mino-Mission and female boarding
workers in modern Japan.

The Mino-Mission was established by Sadie Lee Weidner, a missionary school teacher, in Ogaki city, Gifu
Prefecture in 1918. Afterwards, she extended the scale of the Mino-Mission while maintaining many
relationships with various people in Ogaki city. At the same time, Weidner ran a kindergarten that the children
of doctors and members of the municipal assembly attended. On the other hand, Weidner protected widows,
mothers and children of fatherless families, Koreans living in Japan, and female boarding workers. They were
discriminated in modern Japan. The Mino-Mission had 125 believers and approached people from diverse social
classes in the 1920s and 1930s.

In 1933, the Mino-Mission Incident occurred, in which the Mino-Mission was excluded by many kinds of
actors in Ogaki city. After the incident, the Mino-Mission continued to preach the gospel in western Gifu
Prefecture until 1940, when it stopped its evangelical activities.

Twenty four believers who belonged to the Mino-Mission came from various other prefectures: Fukushima,
Tochigi, Nagano, Niigata, Fukui, and Kagoshima. And most of them were boarding workers. Weidner protected
and evangelized those boarding workers, who were forced hard work, poor, and discriminated. As a result, one
person who was a female boarding worker from the Amami Islands and belonged to the Mino-Mission in the
1930s returned to her hometown and got married to a pastor of another Protestant group. The local evangelism

to female boarding workers by the Mino-Mission influenced national scale Christianity activities.
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