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The Possibilities of Performative Dark Tourism

— Through a Critical Consideration of the Concept of “Performativity” —

by
Hideki Endo

Dark tourism has problems such as the “violence of the gaze towards ‘death’ and ‘suffering’” and the

9

“commercialization of ‘death’ and ‘suffering’”. On the other hand, when tourists project themselves in the
“process” where they shake, rethink, and reflect on their daily life rather than simply think themselves in their
“state” as a guest, they can learn how to perform for living with others through dark tourism. Of course, as L.
Wittgenstein points out, we cannot “understand” others’ “death” and “suffering”. No matter how sincere our
intentions may be, others’ “death” and “suffering” remain the personal feelings of others. Therefore, through
performances with a “verfremdung effect”, we are just able to learn how to perform for living with others who

carry the burden of “death” and “suffering”. When that becomes possible, we should be able to make dark

tourism a medium for weaving the memories of peace.
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