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A Consideration of New Tourists Generated by “Pokémon GO”

by
Koji Kanda

This paper considers the characteristics and social impacts of new tourists generated by “Pokémon GO”, a
game application launched in 2016. In particular, the above aspects are considered focusing on the concepts of
mobility and assemblage, while referring to discussions concerning the “mobilities turn” in humanities and
social sciences from the late 1990s on. Through an analysis based on this perspective, this paper aims to shed
light on the characteristics and novelties of tourists generated by “Pokémon GO”.

First, chapter II considers the characteristics of the mobile assemblage consisting of the software “Pokémon
GO”, a smartphone equipped with GPS, and a person who is the player. Points under consideration include: the
control by the software “Pokémon GO” of players and the restrictiveness thereof; the components of the
assemblage and change of relationships thereof for playing this game; the importance of locations in the game;
and the rejection of players’ peculiar actions in specific places.

Based on the above characteristics, chapter III considers tourists who play “Pokémon GO”. First, it is
confirmed that, in the situation where locations in a fictional world are more significant that those in the real
world, such tourists exhibit characteristics different from those of conventional tourists. The paper also shows
that, due to changes in the assemblage of players of the game associated with movement, points such as
whether or not they are tourists or what kind of tourists they are are constantly changing. In addition, the
paper also looks into the relationship between tourists playing “Pokémon GO” and tourist sites. Especially,
focusing on the characteristics of tourists who play “Pokémon GO”, such as attaching weight to the fictional
world, tending to gather in specific locations, behaving in an inappropriate manner in places they visit, and
gathering in specific locations only temporarily, the paper considers the impact they have on tourist sites

through the examples of Setagaya Park and Tottori Sand Dunes in Japan.

219



