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The Commercial Environment and Composition of Shopping Street in Front of the Gate
of Kadena Air Base, Koza

by
Masahiro Kato

Koza (present-day Okinawa City) is what one would call a typical military base-centered city; this paper
reconstructs the consumer’s landscape of shopping street in front of the second gate of Kadena Air Base. In the
local this street is called “Gate-Dori” (gate-street). Its landscape and commercial composition shows directly
and spectacularly so-called “the military-base economy”, because of its location.

In this paper reconstructs all shops located in the “Gate-Dori”, based on a statistical survey of commerce
and industry. The basic sauces are the Basic Survey of Businesses (including maps) and the Report of the Basic
Survey of Businesses, both now kept at the Okinawa Prefectural Archives. These show the locations, owners,
number of employees, major items (products and services), dates of establishment, and the nationality of
customers. The “customers” section is divided into the three categories: “Okinawan”, “tourists”, and “foreigners”.
“Tourists” mainly refer to Japanese, and “foreigners” are almost certainly military personnel/civilians employed
military and their families. As a result, this census enables us to get the percentage of foreign customers.

The results of the reconstruction of landscape and the analysis show what constitute the military base economy.
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