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Local Advertising as Seen in One-Page Residential Map Advertisements:

The Case of the Southern Region of Kyoto Prefecture

by
Akio Kondo

In this study, one-page residential maps distributed free of charge to each home in the area and business
card sized advertisements on those maps were studied to examine the characteristics of residential maps as an
advertising media and the actual picture of local advertising activities conducted by companies and other
businesses in those areas. The results can be summarized as follows.

(1) As of 2010, 179 one-page residential maps were published in what are generally school district areas.
Based on this finding, it is estimated that the total number of one-page residential maps published all over
Japan would be quite large. (2) The maps have, on average, 50 business card sized advertisements printed on
them. Almost all of these advertisements are by the neighborhood businesses, either within the map area or in
its vicinity. These residential maps can thus be considered a media for very local advertising activities at the
school district level. (3) Advertisers are often healthcare and welfare-related businesses, retail shops,
education-related businesses, restaurants, other retailers, and individual service providers who target local
residents through the residential maps. In particular, healthcare-related businesses and cram schools
aggressively advertise in this way. (4) Slightly less than 10% of all businesses located in the residential map
area placed advertisements in the maps. However, there are regional disparities regarding advertisement
insertion rates, with a tendency toward lower rates in metropolitan areas.

Understanding the actual picture of the local commerce using residential maps and the posted
advertisements as indices will require a survey of the advertisers and local residents to find out about the

effectiveness of the advertisements in residential maps, which will be the next step of the agenda.
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