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Relationship between Rural Communities of Agricultural Census

and Small Areas of Population Census: A Fundamental Study

by
Yukio Teratoko

This study examined the relationship between rural communities of agricultural census and small areas of
population census to clarify their multi-layered relationship. Previous studies have highlighted the fact that
territories of rural community and small areas of population census correspond in the Kinki and Hokuriku
regions. On the other hand, several rural communities are contained in each small area in large parts of the
Tohoku, Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu regions. Considering the decline of population and reorganization of
communities, it is necessary to re-examine this pattern in the context of community restructuring.

First, using the points of the center of gravity, we counted rural communities within the small area. The
territory of rural community corresponded to that of the small area in large parts of the Kinki, Hokuriku, Tokai,
eastern Chugoku and northern Kyushu regions. In contrast, several rural communities are contained in each
small area in large parts of the Tohoku, Shikoku, western Chugoku, and southern Kyushu regions.

Second, we counted rural communities of agricultural census (territory A) and small areas of population
census (territory P) within each previous boundary in 1950s at the municipality level. The A/P ratio was close
to 1.00 in the Kinki and Hokuriku regions and the ratio was over 2.00 in other regions. The ratio was different
at the prefectural level. In some prefectures, the results contrasted with the results at the small area level.
These results correspond to the spatial pattern of village types in previous rural geography studies.

This study only examined the territories of rural community and small area; additional case studies using
field surveys are needed to explore real lives and cooperation in rural areas. In addition, further discussion
incorporating insights of other disciplines is important for the development of theoretical debates on

communities and territories in rural areas.
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