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Mobility Turn of Urban Studies: Beyond “Sociology beyond Society”

by
Hideki Endo

Looking back at the history of urban sociology, one realizes that the reason why urban sociology garnered
so much popularity in early 20th century Chicago was because the city was closely linked to the conditions of
society. At the time, during the late 19th to early 20th century, many immigrants had flocked to Chicago from
Eastern and Southern Europe, and these immigrants were causing a great shock to American society. Later, as
the city of Los Angeles underwent significant changes due to the influx of Hispanic immigrants, the
concentration of multinational corporations such as tech companies, and the consequent mobilities of people,
things, capital, and information, among other diverse elements, the center of urban studies shifted from Chicago
to Los Angeles. By the late 20th century, the mobilities that had transformed cities became increasingly intense,
and mobility itself became inextricably linked with digital technology. Today, the field of urban studies needs to
extend its scope to examine the simultaneous and intertwined development of mobility and the digital

revolution. This will enable us to go even further than Urry’s idea of a “sociology beyond society.”
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