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Meanings of Tenno-ryo Kofun on Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group, a World Heritage,
as ‘Sacred Areas’ Mainly from the Viewpoint of the Imperial Household Agency,
the Imperial Family, and Adherents of Shinto

by

Ken’ichi Fujimura

In 2019, UNESCO inscribed Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group, in Osaka prefecture, on the World Heritage List.
This group has six tenno-ryo kofun including Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun and Ojin-tennno-ryo Kofun. Tennno-ryo
are graves of the ancestors of the Emperor (Tenno). Kofun are mounded tombs made by piling earth in ancient
Japan.

We can classify meanings of these tenno-ryo kofun into four categories: ‘the World Heritages as the pride of
our region/country’, ‘tourist sites’, ‘sacred areas’, and ‘cultural properties’. The author focuses on persons who
regard them as sacred areas. They mainly consist of officials of the Imperial Household Agency, the Imperial
Family, adherents of Shinto, venerators for the Imperial Family, and pilgrims to tenno-ryo. In this thesis, the
author discusses meanings by the Imperial Household Agency, the Imperial Family, and adherents of Shinto.

Tenno-ryo kofun are sacred areas, where the Imperial Family performs Shintoistic rituals of ancestor
worship. The Imperial Household Agency forbids citizens to enter tenno-ryo kofun in order to keep their silence
and dignity. Adherents of Shinto, who often venerate the Imperial Family, regard tenno-ryo kofun as sacred
areas. The Imperial Household Agency and adherents of Shinto worried about possibility of request of UNESCO
and ICOMOS to open tenno-ryo kofun to the public and to excavate them in order to inscribe them on the World
Heritage List, however UNESCO and ICOMOS had never made such requests. Now they do not object to
regarding these tenno-ryo kofun as the World Heritages any longer. On the other hand, a lot of them object to

regarding these tenno-ryo kofun as tourist sites or cultural properties.
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