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New Sacred Place Created by Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba:
The Study Focusing on the Dissolving of the Boundaries and the Mobilities

by
Koji Kanda

In the recent decade or so, studies on animation “pilgrimages”—which refers to the phenomenon that a
place in which a particular animation is set becomes a mecca and pilgrimage destination for fans—have become
popular in the field of tourism studies in Japan. However, Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba, an animation that
garnered much popularity especially in 2020, has created numerous meccas unlike those created by previous
animations. This article explores the process leading to the formation of three meccas created by Demon Slayer:
Kimetsu no Yaiba with a focus on the dissolving of the boundaries and the mobilities. The results are as follows.
The meccas created by Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba are difficult to distinguish in terms of the types of
places that became the meccas, the types of tourists who visit the meccas, and what the meccas represent,
among other aspects, and it is confirmed that the meccas were created through the movement and complex
intertwining of people, things, and information. In other words, the meccas created by Demon Slayer: Kimetsu
no Yaiba are characterized by a greater dissolving of the boundaries and more complex modes of mobilities as
compared with other meccas that have been created by popular animations in recent years, which shows that a
more dynamic kind of creation process has taken place.

Keywords: Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba, animation, mecca, pilgrimage, dissolving of the boundaries, mobilities

110



