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The Formation Process of Restaurant-street “Saiseki” in Modern Kyoto

by
Masahiro Kato

This article examines the spatial meaning of Shijo Ohashi Nishizume in modern Kyoto, and then explains
the formation and transformation process of Saiseki street, which is connected to the south of Shijo Ohashi
Nishizume, while also considering its history. Saiseki is a narrow street and among one of the most difficult
street names to read in Kyoto. Today, Saiseki functions as one of the most popular restaurant streets in Kyoto,
with the Beijing cuisine restaurant Toka Saikan, the Kyoto cuisine restaurant Chimoto, and the sukiyaki

restaurant Kanoko, among others.

In the Edo period, a yukaku connected with the red-light district of Ponto-cho was located in Saiseki, and
the street already had several restaurants. In the Meiji period, following the Fourth National Industrial
Exhibition of 1895, restaurants were gradually established in Saiseki. Many of the major restaurants still
operating today were established along Saiseki in the early Showa era, and the street evolved into one of

Kyoto’s busiest restaurant streets.
Today, however, businesses providing sexual services have been established in Saiseki’s vacant plots, which

has changed the street into a kind of “back street.” This article explores Saiseki’s location from the perspective

of spatial concept while tracing the formation process of the restaurant street.
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