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Development and Landscape Change of Amusement Park in Modern Kyoto:
A Case Study of Yase

by

Naomi Kawasumi

This study focuses on Yase Amusement Park, which was developed in modern Kyoto. The aim is to provide
a summary of the various facilities established in the amusement park and examine the subsequent changes

made to them, while considering the amusement park’s locational features.

The villa area and suburban residential area developed after the Meiji Restoration was the result of
pursuing union with nature. A series of parks and amusement parks were established in line with this ideal
that was pursued in both everyday life and recreational activities. Yase Amusement Park was one of such

spaces.

This study explores the transformations that Yase Amusement Park underwent in the modern and
contemporary era, the results of which are as follows. Established in the early Showa era, Yase Amusement
Park “faced the clear waters of the Takano River and incorporated rich natural features.” It was a space where
visitors could eat at first-class restaurants—which had been invited to open near the Takano River and pond—
and enjoy the amusement facilities in a still-rural setting. Hatsusaburo’s drawings and newspaper
advertisements depict restaurants, inns, flower beds, pools, and tennis courts, among other facilities presumably
considered state of the art at the time, located in an area rich in greenery and water, which suggests that the

amusement park was developed as a waterside space.

After the war, however, Yase Amusement Park grew more aware of competition with other similar
amusement parks, which led it to focus on projects deemed more profitable. For this reason, the values on which
Yase Amusement Park was originally founded, such as its proximity with nature in a suburban-rural setting,
seem to have gradually faded away. It is suggested that the amusement park’s founding ideal of “incorporating
rich natural features” was at least not adopted by the company that ran and expanded the business after the
war. The rise and decline of suburban amusement parks vividly reflect people’s recreational preferences in each

era.
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