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Creation of Origin and Compilation of Historical Records in Modern Tokyo Plasterer Association

by

Hiroki Kimura

In 1883, 1828 plasterers formed the Tokyo Plasterer Association, the oldest association in Tokyo, with the
permission of the Metropolitan Police Department. It was established as a public enterprise to engage in the
protection of traditional Japanese storehouses in the event of fire. Among the members, the plasterers of Kanda
Ward wanted to have a unique ancestral deity for their profession along with a story of origin. Therefore, in
1893, they asked the Shinto Jikkokyo Daikyosei of the ward and obtained Sakanshoku Soshin Engi Yurai, in
which Ukan Koze Makabemuraji and Sakan Koze Tobeatae were considered ancestral deities. In the document,
the plasterers asked for the support of not only other plasterers in Tokyo but also across the whole country, but
the Soshin Engi Yurai was apparently not accepted. The association changed its name to Tokyo-to Sakankogyo
Common Facility Co-operatives in 1924. The organization commissioned a hanging scroll depicting Shotoku
Taishi as a guardian spirit, not Ukan Koze Makabemuraji and Sakan Koze Tobeatae, for its new head office.
The symbol of Shotoku Taishi was adopted as a way to unify the organization in the wake of the Great Kanto

Earthquake of 1923. This was connected to the Taishiko events held in previous years.
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