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The Achievements of Debates on Migration in Pre-modern Japan:

Relationship of Historical Demography and Historical Geography

by
Yuki Nagashima

This study aims to examine previous works on migration in pre-modern Japan in historical demography
and historical geography and clarify tasks for historical geography.

Previous works on migration in pre-modern Japan has progressed by the development of historical
demography which started in 1960’s. In the discipline, population registers known as Shumon Aratame Cho
made across pre-modern Japan have been used variously as materials.

Approach of analyses of migration in pre-modern Japan are categorized into 3 categories: economic history
research, family history research and historical geography research. First, on economic history research, it has
mainly been examined population change and economic growth influenced by migration through use of registers
for the long term. According to analyses of previous studies, economic growth in pre-modern cities had
progressed with changing labor markets. A certain number of people living in villages were apprenticed to cities
in early pre-modern. However, there was a decrease in opportunities for live-in service over time, and there was
an increase in day employment instead. Therefore, the aspect of migration between cities and villages gradually
changed.

Second, on family history research, it has mainly been examined life course such as patterns of leaving
home in relationship to migration. In the practice at the time, non-heir children were needed to leave parent's
home at some point in their life. It was related to family system, ages, sex, marriage of heir, birth of heir’s child
and so on. That situations have been analyzed through statistical analysis for example life-table analysis and
event history analysis. Family history research provide new perspective for historical demography.

Third, on historical geography research, it has mainly been examined regional structure and relationship
between regions through analyzing migration patterns. So, it has especially tended to detect intermigrations in
countryside or between urban-rural areas using population registers in a number of villages and cities. It has
also been analyzed about long distance migrations which are impossible to accounted for in terms of
accessibility and centrality.

In conclusion, studies of migration in historical geography were developed through the method of historical
demography. However, there are some tasks for historical geography. On historical geography research,
analytical findings have not much been discussed in relation to population reproduction and economic growth.
There are a number of researches in northeastern and central Japan, but few researches in western and
southwestern Japan. In addition, it is required to more analyses of migration between great cities and suburban

regions.
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