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Cultural-Geographical Considerations of Symbolic Colors for the Region as One of

the Components of Landscape

by

Shusaku Nakamura

This study clarified the features of regions through their symbolic colors as one of the components of
landscape. It particularly examined the colors of things locally featured (TLFs) in the 47 prefectures
nationwide such as landscapes, buildings, agriculture, livestock and marine products.

We found that 1) white was used for 35 TLFs (26.3%) out of 131 TLFs in total, representing snow in
northern regions, white vegetables nationwide, white sugar and white volcanic ash in Kyushu regions; 2) red
was used for 33 TLFs (24.8%), representing sacred buildings such as shrines and the slogan of passion and
strength. The colors white and red also symbolize Hinomaru, the national flag of Japan. We also found that 3)
brown was used for 24TLFs (18.1%) in total, symbolizing old wooden buildings, delicious local cuisine; 4)
green was used for 10 TLFs (7.5%) in total, symbolizing Japanese nature such as mountains, green vegetables
in suburban agriculture; 5) yellow was used for 9 TLFs (6.8%) in total, representing the color of products in
each of the regions; 6) black was used for 8 TLFs (6.0%) in total, symbolizing characteristic black soil, black
products and local residents’ personal character, that is, simplicity and fortitude, mainly in the Kyushu region.

This is my hope that utilizing proactively and intentionally those symbolic colors specific to the regions will

help contribute to local innovation and revitalization.
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