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Sugyeong or Traditional Geography on Korean Water System in Joseon’s Nation-wide

Imaginative Geography

by
Hiroshi Todoroki

In this paper, I have examined how rivers were positioned in geographic studies by Silhak scholars
(Practitioners) during the Joseon Dynasty. I also conducted a comparative study with traditional geography of
mountains and roads, which are important geographical elements other than rivers. In the middle of the 18th
century, a geographer named Sin Gyeongjun became the center of such research.

Mountains are physical geography. Roads are human geography. But rivers have the character of both.
These come together to create the flamework of the land in parallel or intersect.

There are three characters on his traditional geographical thought. The first is the geopolitical aspect of
clarifying the scope of the royal power and his special territory. The second is the ideological aspect of
connecting nature and the humanities through the Feng Shui geography theory. The third is a practical aspect
that is useful for actual travel or land use. The fusion of nature and humanities and the fusion of thought and
practice are also characteristics of Korean traditional geography.

The geography of rivers did not spread unlike mountains and roads. Only Shin treated river as if it were a
mountain from the viewpoint of geopolitics and imaginative geography. However, in terms of practicality, rivers

were almost ignored.
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