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The Relationship of Japanese Heritage “The Four Dynamic Coastal Cities of Yokosuka, Kure,
Sasebo, and Maizuru: Centers of Japanese Modernization” and “Act on Reconstruction of Cities

that Formerly Served as Naval Ports”

by

Rika Yamamoto

This paper reveals that “The Four Dynamic Coastal Cities of Yokosuka, Kure, Sasebo, and Maizuru” which
were together registered as a Japanese Heritage Site in 2016 (hereinafter the Japanese Heritage FDDC), and
“Act on Reconstruction of Cities that Formerly Served as Naval Ports” (hereinafter ARCNP) are related. First,
I examine the way in which the diffuse collaboration among the four cities in the Japanese Heritage FDDC was
created. As a result, the four naval cities began to collaborate using regional culture such as food culture and
historical culture which was planned as a business of the Council for the Promotion of the Former Naval Port
Cities (hereinafter CPFNPC). CPFNPC was organized in 1954 under ARCNP, which resulted in the recognition
of being Japanese Heritage.

The historicity of the former military properties brought a new value to the “former military properties”,
which had been set up as an “object to be diverted” under ARCNP. In particular, the significance of ARCNP had
been constantly asserted by the four cities at every Decennial Celebration of ARCNP. The Former Naval Port
Cities have always aimed to be “peaceful industrial port cities” based on the policy of the ARCNP and presented
former military properties as objects to be converted. Japanese heritage has brought a new meaning to the

former military properties as resources that should be utilized for its military history.
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